/

the Blacksmith’s to be shod and then he would call on me for a cup of tea. After all that
Charlie used to regularly come for Sunday tea, we got engaged a year before we were
married on 30 August 1922.

One day | remember too is when Mother went out the house, to the Institute | think, and |
found the wardrobe and the drawers in her bedroom were unlocked and looking in them |
found lots of baby clothes. | walked around the room for awhile thinking “somebody must be
having a baby; it’s not me!” Well it turned out that Mum was to have baby Nancy (she was
born Annie Macdonald). On that day | was at a cricket match...again!

Something told me at about six o’clock | should go home. So off | went and | found Father
pacing around the house at Manor Farm. Mother had started and he had rung for the Doctor
and a Nurse who was going to be resident for three weeks. When he saw me he told me to
get on a bike and go down the hill for the Doctor but when | got there he was coming out of
the gate. So, there was Nancy, born at eight o’clock on the 23 August 1919.

At about this time Colebrooks told us they were selling up and since Charlie didn’t want me
to leave Finchampstead and go with Father to his next Farm (Sussex) we got married. We
had a lovely wedding day, it poured with rain all day, but we had a nice reception in the big
dining room at Manor Farm — the table was in a horseshoe and oh it was really good. We
went to Hill Head for our honeymoon.

When we returned home we moved down to Eversley to live and farm at New Farm in
Eversley Street, next to the White Hart pub. Charlie’s father continued to farm the nearby
Bakers Farm, and together we managed the little post office. We had all the family born in
New Farm, despite what Charlie says, and we became part of village life in Eversley.

When Father left Manor Farm he went to Sussex for awhile but later he came back to the
local area and worked as the Farm Bailiff at Aborfield Hall Farm - young Nancy was then a
teenager — but she married in 1945, Father and Mother then retired and so came to live in
Eversley at Bakers Farm Cottage”.

Submitted 2012 by Geoffrey Bateman; nephew of Katie Leversuch, -5 @—g, Mo;\u,\ LOoo A/

COAHERNNE (;K@rﬁé)pﬁvgasv\ 5 ale LOOOD

Transcript of memories by CATHERINE (aka Katie) MACDONALD WOOD born 28 May 1902
in Campsie, Stirlingshire and who lived at Manor Farm, Finchampstead 1917 to 1922 Her
father was James Macmillan Wood (1880 — 1956) a Farm Bailiff. Her mother was Annie
Macdonald (1877 — 1940) who left the Isle of Lewis at age 14 to seek work in Glasgow. Her
4 siblings were Robert, Agnes, Donald & Annie, the latter born at Manor Farm in 1919.

Katie married on the 30 August 1922 in St Mary’s Church Eversley to Charles Gordon
Leversuch son of local Farmer Charles & Ellen Leversuch. They lived and worked both
Bakers Farm and New Farm in Eversley as well as managing Eversley Street Post Office.
Their 5 children, all born at New Farm Eversley were, Catherine (Kitty) b 1924*, Ethel b
1926*, Gordon b 1927%*, Jean b 1936 and Ellen Jane b 1950. (*deceased)

“I remember | was fifteen when we arrived at Wokingham Station. After the long trip from
Scotland we were hungry so we went to a little shop on the corner of the station and where
we got a trap to take us out to Manor Farm Finchampstead. | remember | had never seen so
many bicycles in my life; we had just one bicycle on the Rosneath Estate in Dunbartonshire
but here every turn you went round there seemed to be a bicycle. Well we got there and we
eventually started work to our allotted jobs.

| came down here (Manor Farm), as the dairy maid, | made the butter and milked the cows.
My father James, known to everyone as “Jimmie”, was the Farm Bailiff for a big firm of
butchers, Colebrooks of Reading. It was hard work and | had my first heart turn, at age 18 - it
was from the heavy lifting of the empty 17 gallon milk churns every day onto the steamer for
cleaning — so heavy! The full milk churns used to have to be on the station at Wokingham at
half past six in the morning to get the Reading train to London. The men took them; we had
about six men under Dad plus two cowmen and us to girls, me and my sister Agnes.

We worked hard but we had time for fun and games and | met Charlie (Leversuch) at a fete
and cricket match held at Eversley Cross. | went with Robert (my brother) who already knew
Charlie and | remember my Dad saying “you be back before 10 o’clock”. Well, at 11 o’clock
Charlie and me were just strolling up the hill to Finchampstead and he was already half way
down to meet us, shouting the odds! | got the fright of my life for | had thought that | was
going to get it alright for he was a real stern man, a real hard Scotsman and a worker.

The next morning brother Robert explained everything to Father and calmed him down, but
he wasn’t pleased and | got extra duties. | did tell him though how | had met a nice young
man and it was for the very first time and how everything in the garden was lovely. Well he
(Father) was quite sweet to me then and said he would need to meet Charlie.

This was in the May, for my 18" birthday was about the same time, May 1919. After that
Charlie wouldn’t let me out of his sight, everyday it seemed he was bringing the horses up to
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LETTER FROM LADY LIDDELL

Dear Neighbours and Friends,

Further to my letter in the March issue of the Flnchampstead
Parish lMagazine, I am pleased to announce that the response in
support of the Lady Liddell Centennial Fund to celebrate my 100th
birthday on 2Cta April has been kind and generous; also, I have
been asked to receive personally contributiens at White Horse.

On the occasion of my birthday I will be At Home from 11
a.m. to 1.00 p.m. on 20th April to-receive visitors and personally
thank everyone concerned, and share with them a glass of cham-
pagne and a cake.

Mr. George Gaines, first Trustee of my Centennial Fund, or
his representative, will be in attendance to receive contribu-

tions. Yours sincerely,

Gladys Liddell.

REFLECTIVHS OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS

A Conversation with Dame Helen Gladys Liddell M.B.Z.

Lady Liddell was in fine fettle when I called to ask her for
some reflections on reaching her hundredth year. The previous
week she had kept indoors and even missed ‘a Sunday at church
because of a cold, but on the day I called, the window in the
sitting room was wide open during a mild March morning.

Had she found a hundred years go by very quickly? On the
contrary, she said, it seemed an incredibly long time. . "It is
extraordinary that all the people I have known intimately, not
just one or two, but vast crowds are all gone now - but I hope to

meet them agaln.“

In some ways she felt she belongad to a different age, for
she bslongzd to the silent age. It was always very quiet: horses
were the only traffic on the roads. In houses thers were no
sounds but the voices. It was absolutely still and peaceful.

But to us, an age of hardship: awfully cold. Houses wers not
heated as they are today. One would go from a cold room to a
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very hot one, but there were loits of people to do things: to light
the bedroom fire snd fill the hip bath. - (Lady Liddell has not
been spoiled by too much being wsited on. It is only in her
hundredth vear that she is allowing herself the luxury of a down-
stairs bedroom and bathroom.) .

Lady Liddell has led an active and outdoor life. She was
as she said "sopped on a pony" as soon as she could walk. Her
earliest recollsction was at the age of 6 being carried on the
shoulders of Major Wheeble when her father stood as Member of
Parliament for Reading and won. She- remembers being terrified by
the crowd. when-the carriage reached Wokingham on the journey.
homs, the crowd took ths horses out of the shafts and the carriage
was manhandled for a mile and a half to the family home at Buck-
hurst on the Ascot Road (now St.Anne's Hotel). Lady Liddell was
so pleased when this childhood memory was confirmed s few years
ago when a Mr. Wilson {now deceased) of la Broad Street Wokingham
came into the White Horse garden and said "I remember as a boy
helping to push the carrisge from Wokingham to Buckhurst."

Having as its head a lMember of Parliament, the whole house~
hold decanted to London twice a year, living in a house in Zccles-
ton Square, where for daily exercise, Lady Liddell from ths age of
7 to 15 years rode horses in Rotten Row. The Lamlly used to go to
the French Rivisra in the spring and to Scotland in the autumn, .
The winters in Berkshire must have been much colder than they are
now because Lady Liddell remembers putting on skates for wesks at
a time. Taking it all round she prefers the English climate.

Other sarly memoriss wers of Queen Viectorig. Of herself
aged six and her sisters ninz years older playing the violin
accompanied by Queen Victoria's- -eldest daughter, Princess
Christian, at Cumberland Lodge in Windsor Park. what imprinted
then on Lady Liddell's mind was her mothar's having to apologise
to the Qusen, dressed all in black, for the little girl of 6 who.
had forgotten to curtsey. "Iou must forglvv her Ma'am, she .is
very young.® Lady Liddell remembers .going to Windsor with her
German governess to see Queen Victorig's funeral. The Govarness
was most excited because the German Kaissr was riding next to the
coffin, Later Lady Liddell knew Queen Mary quite. well, mesting
her as she visitsd various houses pursuing her graat 1nterest in
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antiques.

I asked how long Lady Liddell had known Finchampstead. She
sald that members of her family had settled in Finchampstead ot
the Manor House 68 years ago, but she had dined at the Manor
House in the days of its first owner, Dr, Warr, retired Headmaster .
of Eton. He had extra rooms built on so that he could accommodate
old Etonians visiting him on returning from abroad. They used to
bring him seeds from all over the world. The walnut tree for
instance was grown from seed brought back from Siberia. Lady
Liddellt's sister lived at the Manor House during the First World
dar, and Lady Liddell and her husband, General Sir wWilliam
Liddell, during the Second War. Her present sitting room at
Wwhite Horse was the cosch house then and housed the carrisges.

The family were dog lovers (as Lady Liddell still is today) and
kept Great Danes and mestiffs. There was stabling for horses and
both she and her husband rode to hounds. The most exciting event
of that kind was the annual Box1ng Day meet at Wokingham par ket
Place.

. Lady Liddellfs rellglous upbringing seems to haVe been
chaney, W1th Canon Sturges of All Saints Woicingham doing his
best. His question Do you know your Catechism?" seems to have
been met with anxiety on the part of the young girl such that the
Sanon could only respond "it doesn't matter.' Lady Liddell's
mothar rafussd to take the carrisges out on Sundays and so it was
a mile and a half's walk to church, and the same distance home
again, which Iady Liddell recalls that she hated. The ordeal.was
relieved on one memorables day when shs wss stung by a wasp and
had to return home. Her father was reproved by the Canon for
organizing Sunday cricket. "Oh don't have cricket on a Sunday,"
said the Canon. %I jolly well am going to," said Father,
"because it keeps the young men out of mischizsf.”

Her mother was made of stern religious stuff, having one
brother an explorer, John Spske, who discovered ths Nile, and two
others who were in the Church. So now I know how the influsnce
of early years has borne fruit in Lady Ligdell's happinsss in her
association with St.James's Church Finchampstead whers she says
the proximity and regularity of church life has despened her
rzligious senses. (There can be few who do not know what a
remarkably generous- benefactor Lady Liddell has been to




. Finchampstead Church with her gifts of land and properties.)

where, I wondered, did Lady Liddell get that great interest
in people which she displays as she welcomes people to her garden
and mekes them feel at esse and refreshed in personality? To
give an answer to this question Lady Liddell tells of the garden
parties which were a1l the rage in her youth. People invited
only their select friends who vied with each other as to who grew
the best psachss and grapes. Lady Liddell recalls that it was
John walter of Searwood, Lord of the ianor of Finchampstead and
patron of the Benefice, who "stopped all that nonsense" agnd
invited the whole neighbourhood to his garden parties. One
person Lady Liddell met there was Tom Seward, the sweep of Pzach
Street Wokingham; the same Tom who-years before Charles Kingsley
of Zversley had taken as his model for the boy Tom in the Water
Babies. White Horse gerden parties have (thanks to Lady
Liddell's generosity) now become a summer focus of fund raising
for many charities, % '

How splendid it is that all these composite strands of love
of people, love of th: outdoors, associations in the circlss of
the royal Court and among politicians, and the strength and stur-
diness ef family in Victorian days, (all.distilled through ons
hundred years of observation and interest) have bsen gatherad
togsther in Lady Liddell to give us the marvellous example of
tranquility and graciousness, of generosity and purpose, that has
touched so many psople through her ministry of goodness and
cheerfulness among us.

: A1l her many,_many.friends and admirers, both near and far,
will join-in offering their best wishes and congratulations to
Lady Liddell as she celsbrates her ceantenary year.

D.T.C.
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and has been an asctive supporter of the Church under four Rectors:
The Rev. Dick Weller, the Rev. Woosnam Jones, the Rev. Darby Jones
and the present Rector, the Rev. Dennis Crossley. While a member
of the Council, I had the opportunity of enjoying the friendship
of Lady Laddell and later had the privilege of serving as a Co-
Church Warden with her, s > =
It was a delightful experience to be associated with such a
gra01ous and charming lady. Her generosity towards the Church and
various charities was unbounded. Her steadfast and Christian
views were ever to the forefront. She was always at home when she
moved to the White Horse as a friend and confidant to anyone in
the village who sought her advices. The care and thought that she
gave to her lovely garden which she lent freely for parties in
connection with many charities was an inspiration which will always
be remembered with gratitude by all those institutions which she
helped. Over the years she raised thousands of pounds for charity.

At the time of Finchampstead Pz ’eant in 1956 she took an
active part as a member of the cast as well as looking after Fhe
publicity and arranging for the Manor House lawns to be used for
the production and a flat in the House for dressingrooms for the
actors and actresses. 3

Her hundredth blrthday celebrations last year,; attended by
Col. the Hon. Gordon Palmer, the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire,
were a fitting climax to a long life of klndness and service to
all with whom she came in contact. Her reward of the M.B. E. was
so very well deserved and must have pleased her as it did all her
friends. Thus an era in the village has come to an end and we
all mourn the passing of a very great lady.

G.T. Willoughby Cashell.
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Village sad

“at death of
Lady Liddell

ONE OF Finchampstead’s best loved villa-
gers, Lady Helen Liddell, died last week at the

grand age of 101.

Lady Liddell passed peacefully away in the Battle

Hospital on Thursday after a three month stay in the

Reading hospital.

And as the sad news
spread through her
home village friends and
neighbours told how the
loss of Lady Liddell
marked the end of an era
for Finchampstead.

“An era in the village has
come to an end with the loss
of Lady Liddell,” said chair-
man of Finchampstead Soci-
ety Mr Sydney Paulden.

“She always gave the soci-
ety and indeed the whole
village so much support. She
will be greatly missed.”

LadY Liddell had lived in
the village for more than 69
years at the White Horse
close to the parish church of
StJames.

She frequently ogened up
the gardens of her home to a
variety of groups and
organisations for use in rais-
ing mone{lfor charity.

“Over the years she raised
thousands and thousands of
pounds for charity,” said a
close friend. H

“She was always so quiet
about it and never made any

fuss or tried to push herself'

to the front. Very few people
knew just how much she did
for charity.”

But in June, 1982, her hard
work and dedication was
recognised when she was
awarded an MBE in the
Queen’s birthday honours
list for “services to the com-
munity.”

Rev Dennis Crossley of St
James’ Church said Lady
Liddell took an interest in
all charity work and in
particular in the church-
yard, which she ensured was
always beautifully kept.

“At one time Lady Liddell
was church warden,” said
Rev Crossley, “and it was
through her inspiration that
the churchyard was kept so
perfectly.

“She always took a great
interest in the church and it
is here that she will be
buried.” . .

Lady Liddell’s funeral will
be today, Thursday, at 2pm,
and it is thought that many
friends from the village and
surrounding areas will turn
out to pay their last respects
to the lady “they loved so
very dearly.”

Among the hymns which
will be sung will be Lady
Liddell’s own personal
favourite — “All people that
on earth do dwell.”

Finchampstead Church of
England School will be rep-
resented at the funeral and
headmistress Mrs Pauline
Cowell said the children
were hoping to send an
arrar;%ement of garden and
wild flowers as a tribute.

LADY LIDDELL

Lady Liddell will be
buried near her husband the
late Major General Liddell.
On Sunday bellringers at St
James’ rang a muffled peal
in honour of the lady.

Lady Liddell has left-her
house — White Horse — in
trust for the church where
she worshipped for more
than half a century and
where she attended a ser-
vice to mark her-100th birth-
day in April last year.

During her centenary
celebrations she told the
Times: “The reason I have
lived for so long and stayed
so healthy is because I have
lived among such lovely
people in Finchampstead.”

She recited a line from the
hymn “When you need a
neighbour I am here.”

“That is what the people
are like here,” she said.
“They are wonderful neigh-
bours to have.”

N

G\



LADY LIDDELL

16th July 1984 : College of Arms
© Queen Victorig Street
‘London E.Cubs

If anybhing could have made the day of Lady ILiddell's
funeral g happy one, it was the undoubted love and support of all
those who came to say goodbye to her, filling the church with
their prayers and voices, e

We chose the hymns because they were her favourites, the
first was also that with which we ended one of the musical
evenings in the village, which she so much enjoyed. The people
of Finchampstead were so much part of her life, and she of theirs,
that it will seem sirange indeed without her..

The fact that she gave her property to the Diocese of
Oxford, for the use of the P.C.C.; will, I hope, mean that it can
continue to be used, under the guardianship of a body with perpe-
tuel succession, for the benefit of her friends and all those who
have visited the garden over many years. o .

_ I hope to be able_to visit it myself -and to call on the many
friends, without whom I should have found the 5th July a very
dismal daye Thank you all for loving her as you did.

Magry Rose Rogers.

Lady Gladys Liddell M.B.E., who died on June 24th, 1984; was
born on April 20th, 1883. She was the daughter of Mr. C.T.
Murdoch of Hoklngham who was the M.P, for Reading in the 1890s.
She married Brigadier~General John Tanner in 1916 who died in
1917, and she later married Major-General Sir William Liddell, in
1921. He died suddenly in 1949. % : 2

It was in 1947 when my family and I came to live in Finchamp-
stead that we first became acquainted with Sir William and Lady
Liddell, who then resided st the Manor House. They were a charming
and delightful couple who interested themselves in the Church and
the village. Lady Liddell served on the Parochial Church Council




ONEm‘hncham tea
best-loved resldents Lad,
-Helen Liddell, celebrate
* her 100th birthday with a
champagne ‘reception
-and used the occasio,
launch a’ special
" fund. 55 3
In a letter in the ‘parish
magazine, ‘Lady Liddell :
. announced her intention fo -
set up the fund for “the pre- .
servation of the natural and
man-made amenlties of
Finchampstead.” - *
 + Chairman of Wokmgham
District Council Coun Han&y
Cooper called on Lady Lid-
dell on her birthday yester--
day and was one of the firstto °
contrinute to the fund. = ™
The Queen’s traditional .
100th birthday congratula- &
tions were delivered to Lady
Liddell by the Lord Lieute-- &3
nant of ‘Berkshire Colonel B
The Hon Gordon Palmer.
+ Lady Liddell’s garden at *
White Horse, Finchampstead
~has become a focus for local -
charity events, and the help .
she has given the parish was
recognfed last June when
she was 'wawarded the MBE @
in the Queen’s Birthday Hon—
i ours List. ~-
The award was for “service
to the communi?” and at Pl
time Lady Liddell ‘said: “I .
feel it is a reflection on the “ary celebrations in the sum-" | ’
people of ‘the vill e. I ‘am “mer .when *Miss’ Catherine ? tion Army, ‘and she stole the
very devoted to Finchamp- Bramwell-Booth has her -~ show when she appeared on
stead.” 100th birthday. television on the ‘Russell
Finchampstead can now .Mrs Bramwell-Booth is the Harty Show. Her bu-thday is
look forward to more centen- granddaughter of ‘General ‘onJuly20.
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George and Irene Loader's Diamond Weddmg
1928-1988

WEDDING - 29th DECEBER 1988
Jeffreys to George Zdward Charles Loader

<

rS. Loader celebrated their Diamond Wedding on
They were married at Sandhurst Methodist
d Ducker and they are still active members
George made their first home at Beach Cottage,
d later moved to The Jlllage, Finchampstead.
active life in the Village. George was a
30 years, with a particular interest in
for 40 years delivering coal in the dis-
4930n <& bons. Irenc was a member of the Women's
Union, and served tecas at the Infant
fare Clinic for maﬁy yearss They celebrated this special day
a party for family and friends.
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George Edward Charles Loader 1906-1998

George Edward Charles Loader was
born at Sheppherdlands, Commonfield
Lane Finchampstead on 3rd September
1906, he was the youngest of eight
children. He attended the village school
from 5 to 14 years and was reputedly a
bright pupil. One of his memories of his
time at school was teacher tapping him
with a ruler for asking how to spell
"smorning"” (this moming) and "arter-i-bin"
(after | have been). When he left school
his first job was as a garden boy.
George's memory of this was when
completing a job asking "is that good
enough?" he was told in no uncertain
terms "that only the best will do".

Following this employment he moved to
work in the gardens of the Sutton Family
(Sutton's Seeds). After gardening he
became a milkman for Mrs Clarke's Farm,
Yateley and then moved to work at Over's
Farm, Whitehorse Lane, Finchampstead
with his father and uncle.

In 1938 he became a coalman
delivering coal for his brother-in-law Jim
Mason until he retired 40 years later.
Because of his work as a coalman he
became well known throughout a wide
area. During this time the Second World
War broke out and George joined the
Home Guard as a despatch rider.
Because the fire service needed a lorry he
was transferred with his lorry to the fire
service (AFS). One day when delivering
coal near Longdown Road he helped to
rescue an RAF airman from a blazing
bomber which had crashed shortly after
take-off from Blackbushe Airport.

In 1946 George was elected to
Finchampstead Parish Council following
his father John who had served for many
years. George served for 30 years,
much of this time being chairman of the
Footpath Committee. This he enjoyed
because he loved walking, the
countryside and nature

George always had a very strong
Christian faith, he went to chapel at New
Mill three times each Sunday. When the
family moved nearer to Over's Farm they
attended Finchampstead Baptist Chapel.

George married lrene on the 29th
December 1928 and was totally devoted
to her. Sadly they missed celebrating 70
years of marriage by 8 days.

After their marriage George and Irene
were regular worshipers at the Sandhurst
Methodist Church until approximately two
years ago.

George lived at his home in
Finchampstead until the last six months
of his life. He was very grateful for the
support of his neighbours and the friends
who visited him. George spent the last
six months of his life with Irene in the
Berkshire Nursing Home. In their 70
years of marriage they were only
separated for about six months due to ill
health.

Because he was well known in
Finchampstead and district many of you
will have memories of him.

Robin Loader

23
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Dunkirk spirit
will drive new
councll chairman

INPROFILE

Muriel Long knows how to keep cool under
pressure, escaping, as she did as a young girl
with her parents, from the beaches of Dunkirk
during the second World War. Reporter
Catherine Evans talks to the newly-elected
chairman of Wokingham District Council
about her new appointment.

URIEL Long calmly
Mplayed table tennis

with troops at Dunkirk
as her trapped family waited
with the retreating British army
for the “little ships” that would
carry them to safety.

Keeping a cool head under
fire should keep the newly-
elected chairman of
Wokingham District Council in
good stead.

Stormy council meetings
under a new Conservative
administration hold no terrors
for Cllr Long, who has
experience chairing planning
meetings and was vice-
chairman of the district council
from 1998 to 2000.

ClIr Long, who represents
Finchampstead South, was
elected chairman last month.

She was brought up in
Brussels by her Belgian mother
and Australian father and was
forced to flee in 1940 before
the advancing German army.

She said: “We were just like
the present-day refugees,
coming across on the first few
boats that got away from
Dunkirk.

“We were on the ships with
the soldiers on deck with
machine guns and German
planes dropping bombs.

“My parents must have been
distraught but I thought it was

all very exciting.

“I was just a teenager and I
had been playing ping-pong
with one of the soldiers while
we were waiting.”

Cllr Long — who has been a
councillor for 22 years — was
handed the chain of office by
outgoing chairman Cllr David
Swindells, and announced she
intended to support youth
projects during her year in
office.

She has worked for many
years with youth organisations
and hopes to establish a fund
that would support different
schemes for young people.

She said: “I feel it is a great
honour to be chosen as the
chairman of Wokingham
District Council and T look
forward to this challenging role
and a very busy year

representing the council.

“It has been my experience
that the good intentions of
many youth organisations and
their efforts to undertake
specific projects often grind to
a halt because they cannot
raise enough money.

“Instead of choosing a
specific charity to support
during my year in office, I hope
youth organisations can benefit
from my fund-raising and get
the top-up funding they need.”

LLR Long said many
i people in Wokingham
district were worried
about bad behaviour by groups
of youngsters and she hoped to
fund projects that would give
them more to do.
Cllr Long is also keen to
continue her support for the
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Clir Muriel Long, new chairman of Wokingham District Council, is welcomed by the outgoing chairman ClIr David Swindells.

elderly in the community.
She has been a voluntary
helper at WADE — the
Wokingham and district
Association for the Elderly —
for the past 20 years.
Her escort for the year will

be her husband, Harry, a
former member and chairman
of Finchampstead Parish
Council, whose job meant the
family had to live in Hong
Kong and Canada for a time.
Long-serving councillor Bob

Wyatt was appointed
Wokingham’s new vice-
chairman.

A councillor for Wescott

ward, he is a former member of

Wokingham Borough Council,
Wokingham Town Council and

a former town mayor.

Outgoing chairman Clir
Swindells thanked everyone
who helped raise more than
£4,000 for his chosen charity
Hearing Dogs for Deaf during
his year in office.
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(Golden nicHGEiEs
for Roy's Ruby

T

TO celebrate their golden wed-
ding anniversary,
Finchampstead couple, Roy
and Ruby May, paid a special
visit to the church where they
got married.

The rector of St James’s parish
church of Finchampstead, Dennis
Crossley, performed a-short ser-
vice for the couple.

Afterwards they looked over the
register they had signed exactly 50
years ago. - -

“Its like going through all the
vows again,” said Ruby.

The register for Finchampstead
church gives details of marriages
as far back as the 19th century.

The records for 1945 reveal that
Roy was a 25-year-old builder and
that Ruby was 20.

They met in London through-a
mutual friend.It was a case of
country boy meets cockney girl.

Amazingly, Roy has: lived in
Finchampstead - and pretty much

,,1;* p 2 3 f
S 2
E e AN ‘

‘in the same street - for his entire

life.
Ruby was born in Mile End with-
in the sound of the Bow bells,

‘which qualifies her as a true cock-
‘ney.

Roy has no doubt what the attrac-
tion was all those years ago.

“Ruby is always full of fun and
likes to get involved in things.

The spirited couple try to do as
much as they can to keep healthy
in body and mind.

“I am interested in lots of things.
One must keep oneself active,”
commented Ruby.

Roy, who ran a successful family
building company, did not retire
until he was 70 years of age.

To celebrate his retirement, they
took a three-month cruise round

‘the worldl.

Their gold wedding party took
place in the more familiar sur-’
roundings at their home in
Finchampstead.
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1841 Census

Edward Mason
Ann Mason
Elizabeth Mason
Peter Mason
William Mason
Elmyra Millard
James Millard

John Millard

Thomas Mason
William Mason
Stephen Mason
John Mason
Elizabeth Mason
Elizabeth Mason

Jane Mason

MASON family of INCHAMPSTEAD

NB. There were two Mason families in Finchampstead, apparently unrelated)

Relation

11 mths

59
32
14

26
6 mths
58

Employment
lllegible

Ag. labourer

b

Born

Address

No address recorded

No address recorded



1841 Census

Thomas Mason
Kezia Mason

Agnes Mason

1851 Census

Edward Mason
Ann Mason
William Mason
Arthur Skeats
William Skeats
James ¢ Parker

John Smith

Thomas Mason
George Mason
Charlotte Mason

Mary Mason

Relation
Head
Wife

Daughter

Head
Wife

Son
Grandson
Grandson
Lodger
Lodger

Widower
Son
Daughter-in-law

Grandaughter

66
63
19
14
12
44
40

69
20
24
5 mths

Employment

Gardener

Labourer

Labourer

Parish Clerk
Farm labourer

Domestic

Finchampstead

Bentley, Hants.

Eversley, Hants.
Finchampstead

Barkham

Address

No address recorded

Sandpit Lane, Finchampstead

Moor Green area, Finchampstead



1851 Census

George Mason

Susanna Mason

Jonathon 2Custon

Henry Mason

William Mason
Elizabeth Mason
John Mason
Elizabeth Mason
Jane Mason
George Mason

Laura Mason

Stephen Mason

Peter Mason

Kezia Mason

Relation
Head
Wife
Relative

Son

Head
Wife

Son
Daughter
Daughter
Son

Daughter

Lodger

Head
Wife

Age
30
29

6

]

42
36
14
10

24

21
23

Employment

Brickmaker

Farm labourer

Labourer

Scholar

1)

Labourer

Labourer

Born Address
Finchampstead Moor Green area, Finchampstead
Middlesex

Swallowfield

Finchampstead

Finchampstead Waldens Farm (Nr.Sandpit Lane)

Finchampstead With Mearing family,Sandpit Lane

Finchampstead  Nr. Westwood Farm, Finchampstead

Goring,Oxon




1861 Census

Ann Mason

David Long

William Mason
Elizabeth Mason
Elizabeth Mason
George Mason
Laura Mason
Mary Mason
William Mason

Eliza N.

John Mason
Mary Mason
Charles D.

Relation

Head

Boarder

Head
Wife
Daughter
Son
Daughter
Daughter
Son

Daughter

Head
Wife

Son

53
47
20
15
11

23
22

Employment

AgQ. labourer

AgQ. labourer

Ag. labourer

Scholar

i

AQ. labourer

Born Address

Bentley, Hants 2

Tadley, Hants

2 Walton-on-Thames New Road, nr.Sandhurst Road

Finchampstead

Finchampstead Next to above, Sandhurst Road
Swallowfield

Finchampstead




1861 Census

George Mason
Charlotte Mason
George T.

Arthur Mason

Henry Mason

George Mason
Susanna Mason
Henry Mason
Sarah Mason
George Mason
Mary Ann Mason
Edward W. Mason
Infant

Elizabeth Johnson

Lucy Johnson

Relation

Head
Wife
Son
Son

Son

Head
Wife

Son
Daughter
Son
Daughter
Son

Son
Visitor

Daughter

Age Employment
36 AgQ. lab.(Parish Clerk)
34

6 Scholar

3 i

1

41 Ag. labourer
40

11

9

6

4

1

4 days

25 Nurse

4 mths

Born Address

Finchampstead No address. Possibly The Barracks,
Bookham, Surrey Dell Road

Finchampstead

i

Finchampstead No address. Possibly The Barracks
Middx. Dell Road

Finchampstead

Swallowfield




1861 Census

Ann ¢ Kimpton

Jane Mason

George Townsend

1871 Census

George Mason

John Mason
Mary Mason
Jane Mason
George Mason
James Mason
William Mason

Alfred Webb

Relation

Boarder

Head
Wife
Daughter
Son

Son

Son

Boarder

Age

72
18
15

24

32
33

O

18

Employment

Housekeeper

Servant

Servant

Labourer

Labourer

Scholar

Labourer

Born

Amersham, Bucks

Finchampstead

Finchampstead
Swallowfield
Finchampstead

Eversley, Hants.

Kingsclere

Address

East Court

Living with White family

Moor Green Farm



1871 Census Relation Age Employment Born Address

George Mason Head 49 Labourer Finchampstead Probably Cricket Hill area
Susanna Mason Wife 48 Harrow, Mddx.

George Mason Son 16 Ag.labourer Finchampstead (Mentally disabled)

Mary Ann Mason Daughter 14 Scholar "

Edward Mason Son 11 " “

Charles Mason Son 7 " “ (Mentally disabled)

Albert W. Mason Son 6 " “

Susan F. Mason Daughter 3 =

William Mason Head 62 Labourer Walton-on-Thames Probably in The Village
Elizabeth Mason Wife 56 Finchampstead

Eliza Mason Daughter 12 Scholar .

Joseph Sparvell Boarder 70 Labourer Eversley, Hants.



1881 Census Relation Age Employment Born Address

George Mason Head 60 General labourer Finchampstead The Barracks, Dell Road
Susanna Mason Wife 58 Harrow, Mddxx.

George Mason Son 26 " Finchampstead

Charles Mason Son 18 * !

Albert W. Mason Son 16 ! “

Susannah F. Mason Daughter 13 Scholar “

William Mason Head F i Ag. labourer Walton-on-Thames The Village

Elizabeth Mason Wife 66 Finchampstead

George Mason Son 36 " “

Williaom Mason Son 25 " "

Charlotte Mason Widow 54 Barkham The Village, nr. Royal Oak
George Mason Son 26 Gardener Finchampstead

Henry H. Mason Son 21 AgQ. labourer “

James Mason Son 18 " “

ke b

Williom J.Mason Son 13




1881 Census

John Mason
Mary Mason
William Mason
Eliza Mason

Kate A. Mason
Harry Mason
Thomas V.Mason
Helen C. Mason

Hannah Davies

Susannah Mason
George Mason

Charles Mason

Relation

Head
Wife

Son
Daughter
Daughter
Son

Son
Daughter

Mother-in-law

Relation

Widow
Son

Son

Age Employment

48 Labourer
48

14 "
11 Scholar
9 “

7 “

5 “

3

70

Age Employment
67

38 None
g None

Born

Finchampstead
Swallowfield
Eversley, Hanfts

Finchampstead

Shinfield

Born
Harrow, Mddx.

Finchampstead

Address

Probably New Inn Area

Address

The Barracks, Dell Road
(Mentally disabled)
(Mentally disabled)




George Mason

George T. Mason
Charlotte Mason
George H. Mason
Charlotte S. Mason
Walter Mason

Hetty Mason

William Mason
Alice H. Mason
Alice M. Mason

Patience M. Mason

Relation

Boarder

Head
Wife

Son
Daughter
Son

Daughter

Head
Wife
Daughter
Daughter

Age

36

A O N

24
26

Employment Born Address

General labourer Finchampstead Living with Naish family

Garden labourer Finchampstead Cricket Hill Cottage
Wallingford, Oxon.

Scholar Finchampstead

AgQ. labourer Eversley, Hants Sparvells Farm
Sandhurst
Finchampstead



1901 Census

James Mason
Bessie Mason
Cecil E. Mason
William J. Mason
Albert H. Mason
Edith B. Mason
Frank A. Mason

Charlotte Mason

John Mason
Herbert G. Mason
Kate Rutt

Cyrus Rutt

Florence Rutt

Relation

Head
Wife

Son

Son

Son
Daughter
Son

Widow

Head (Widower)
Son

Daughter
Grandson

Grandaughter

Age

38
34
10

15
27

Employment

AgQ. labourer

AgQ. labourer

b

Born

Finchampstead
2

Hampshire

Sandhurst

Finchampstead

Barkham

Finchampstead

Mapledurham

Finchampstead

Address

2 Nr. Goose Green

Sandhurst Road



1911 Census Relation Age Employment Born Address

Rose Amelia Mason Head 44 Laundress Sandhurst The Laundry, Park Lane
Ann E. Mason Visitor 23 Dorchester, Oxon

James Mason Head 48 Estate woodsman  Finchampstead Radical Cottage, F' hampstead Rd.
Bessie Mason Wife 44

William James Mason  Son 18 Cowman Sandhurst

Albert Henry Mason Son ¥ Jobbing gardener !

Frank Arthur Son 12 Scholar Finchampstead

George T. Mason
Charlotte Mason Now living in Guildford

and family
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My Descendant Chart

John Mason
b. 1833, Finchampstead Berkshlre
d. 1909, Hartley Wintney Hampshire
& Mary Davis

b. 1833, Swallowfield Hampshire

d. 1899, Wokingham Berkshire

m. 1857, Reading Berkshire

Elizabeth Jane Mason
b. 1862, chhampstead Berkshlre
& Charles Yeoman ;
m 1884 Wokingham Berkshrre
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Ve Fledeih O

Ma s

S VoY (th.\’wwlu

Sarah Yeoman
b. 1888

George Mason
b. 1864 Eversley Hampshtre

JamesMason
b. 1866 Euersfé‘yH; 1pshi

William John Mason =
b. 1867 Evers!ey Hampshlre .

ElizaMason :
b 1871 chhampstead berkshlre

Ann Kate Mason

b. 1872, chhampst' \d berkshure’
&Daniel Rutt

,m 1892 Wokmgham Berkshlre

Cyrus Rutt
b. 1895

Harry Mason
b 1874 chhampstead berkshlre

Floreine Rutt
b. 1897

=y
-~




Vickerage Mason
nchampstead berksh:re

m 1 906 Wekmgham Berkshlre

Edith Jane Mason
b. 1907, Farnham Surrey
& Cecil W Cooper
m. 1930, Farnham Surrey

Ruth Eileen Annie Mason
b. 1908, Farnham Surrey

Nora Mary Mason
b. 1910, Farnham Surrey

Richard Thomas K Mason
b. 1911, Farnham Surrey

Frederick John Mason

b. 1913, Farnham Surrey

& Violet Annie May Langridge
b. 19 Aug 1911

d. Mar 2005

m. 27 Oct 1934, Finchampstead Berkshire

Robert J Mason

b. 1915, Farnham Surrey

Grace N Mason

b. 1918, Farnham Surrey :

d. 1968, ‘Aldershot F p"
m. 1899 Ha:rtleyV\fmtney




A Village Childhood in Finchampstead

By

Gus McHugh

1916--2006-
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. THE MEARING FAMILLY

B.1773. 8.1776
Annt Georae = Etiza  Johm= £lizabath  Frances.
1799 Biso, g LLUVN. BISOS PAICE
M 1829, B 1807, Mm.Ig32) B 1801

D.1§73

i | Y ]
James. Ann Elizabeth  Frances mu'cdm yr
8 183§ B.1841.  B.1%4L BIS4LT. 81853

Sarch="Thomas Charles. . A PR
B182¢ MERRLTT B./83I Richarel= Anna

o418 B.18LLy B. 1852.
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Tne MEARING FAMILY v FINCHAMPSTEAD 1§51 CENss
Thotas MEARING born al Yaleley  1773. shown on 1551 census
as u'vi@ meocr New Inn novw The Tally Ho, descr<bed os

| abowuser,
George MEARING  som of Thomas hbaptised 1805 ot
Funchampsteacl Church  appears on 1851 eensus Livﬁﬁ ak
Sunclpit bane (how Jubilee RL) cescribedas thalbeher
died 1873
dohn MEARING son of Thomes baptised 1805 ok
Hhaha,mpstq,ad 1851 census mM‘r‘izof\ clescrabed  as thatcher,
Ann MEARING  dawughter of Pisemse= baplised 163§ -
at Fiicharnpsteac . faving s servant ot Bawunisters
[851 census,
Richardl MEARING  son of G,emgcz.. born 1841
C{nohmpstzad. marr<ed Pmn Marmee HOWARD 7883
cleseribed as  gewclener. Lwveel <n one of seven cottaﬂes
naned as, The Barracks, Barrack Lane, novw Dell Rdl.
Fiwe of the cottcfgas have been Pullcd clowrt cpel
and weplaced l:y three cletachec houses.
The fivo memﬁ — one of which was rented ’9)/ the
MEARINGS === 15 now Warren Cotl:aﬁ@.
Richard Robeet MEARING son of Richarcl
born 1686 i Finchampstead,
marwxceel Jesste BAKER <w 1921
Died=—F986.
i%z%g—z%ag%jfoh Barkshire County C’ou-ncil unlil 1957,
geLre esste  WIEARING du.u.\ghter- of
Richared Robert living <n Dl Road.
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r 4 A Tribute to the late BOB MEARING from Councillor J.G. Offer

Bob Mearing was true character of real country life, having
been born in Finchampstead. Since I arrived in Finchampstead in
1948, I found him to be z man of exceptional knowledge, especially
local history, and conversation on everyday events. To me it was
2 great pleasure of deep satisfaction. -

In his dazily work, as a County Council lengthmen, he atten-
ded to the upkeep of roads and verges in the village. A4s a
result, he lived with nature to the full. I was always fascinated-
to watch him scything the grass verges, the precision of his arms
was like a machine. But may I say with sadness, since his retire-
ment several years ago, the roads and grass verges have never been
so clean and tidy in the village.

His Lnowledge and love of gardenlng was hlS joy and
pleasure. Bob was a man of remarkable memory of the last genera-
tion, and with me he has left lasting memorieées and happy reflec-
tions of a Finchampstead village of the pasts I am sure these
memories ‘will be shared by all the older parishioners of the
village who had the pleasure of knowing Bobe- :

Finally, let us not forget the loving and tender care given
to him durlng his life by his devoted daughter Margaret.
G.J. Offer
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EET a couple of *roaders.”

Mr. Bob Mearing, aged 70,
of Fernlea, Dell Road, Finch-
ampstead, who has just retired
as a roadman, and Conkie,
ownea by Dr. Billing of Finch-
ampstead, who has ‘heen Mr.
Mearing’s great pal for seven
years.

With the exception of six
years, Mr. Mearing has been a
council roadman since
1909 which, to quot: him, was
a time when “you, could go from
Ridge Cottage over the Ridges
to the roundabout before you
saw another house, or from the
junction of Barkham Ride with
the, Wokingham road (a good.
mile) witheut a house until you
got to, Barkham Square.”

He tells. the Times: “I drew
my first old age pension last.
week and with some superannu-
ation. from B_erks'CQilnty Coun-
cil, my present employers, plus,
a little gardening  for my
figure’s salke, I hope to pass the
rest of my time in peace and
quietness.”

Best wishes, Mr. Mearing.
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Place’. Servants, grooms, etc. were housed in the Victorian semi-detached
red-brick houses in Barracks Lane. Workers for North Court were housed in,
what is now, ‘Poor Ridge Cottage’.

Mr. Mearing wanted to have his own house built and Mr. F.Milam, who
owned ‘Box Cottage’ and ‘Ivy Cottage’ further up the hill, gave him the
chance to buy both, but Mrs.Mearing's father had been a shepherd and
they had always lived in old tied cottages. She wanted a more modern
house! Mr. Milam also owned a field at the bottom of the road, where
‘Woodend' now stands, and he sold this to Richard Mearing, but,
unfortunately, the authorities said that only a dwelling of a certain size could
be built there as this would have been too big for the family. Mr. Milam then
offered Mr. Mearing part of the garden of ‘Box Cottage’ and, in 1926,
Margaret and her parents moved into'Fernlea’. In those days all the local
fields had names — Bonny Overs, Seymours, Stony Pightle etc. — and Mr.
Mearing wanted to call the bungalow ‘Seymours’ after the field behind but
his wife chose ‘Fernlea’ and had the final word! At first they had oil lamps,
then gas and, in 1951, electricity came to the road. Margaret still lives in
‘Fernlea’ today having spent all her life in Dell Road.

By 1970 only five cottages remained in the old Barracks plus ‘Warren {:w:ge’
which had been converted into one house. The cottages were condemned
and pulled down in 1973 to be replaced by three modern detached homes.

Wendy Graham, 2004
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Memories of Finchampstead

Miss Margaret Mearing

Margaret and her father, Richard Mearing were both born in the Barracks
Cottages in Barrack Lane. Finchampstead. This lane has more recently been
re-named Dell Road. Barracks was the old name for a row of cottages.

Margaret's grandparents were living in the Barracks Cottgges in the 1800's.
They lived in half of the cottage now known as ‘Warren %‘.‘Her
grandfather was a local man, a thatcher and labourer by trade, and his wife
came from Norfolk. Margaret's father, Richard Mearing, was the only
surviving baby of their family, and, although he was a weak child, he lived to
his 100t year. Before 1906 Richard worked for a time as a dormitory man at
Wellington College, then later as a footman at a school in Banstead. His
mother was then a widow and he returned to work in Finchampstead as a
labourer.

In 1921 Richard Mearing married Margaret's mother, Jessie Baker from
Sandhurst, at Finchampstead Church in. He worked for a while at the gravel
pits and then for the local Council as a lengthsman on the roads. In the
1930’'s there was a pouliry farm at the bottom of Barrack Lane and Mr.
Mearing worked there for a while as the wages were very good, but the job
did not last and he returned to the Council.

Margaret was born in 1922 and attended the village school in
Finchampstead Village. A troupe of children would walk from The Barracks,
the older ones looking after the little ones. Sometimes they would walk back
along the Lower Sandhurst Road and pick blackberries. Many people took in
washing and the children would carry it back to the bigger houses in laundry
baskets, sometimes getting a biscuit as a reward.

Lower Sandhurst Road and Barrack Lane were gravelled and very dusty. The
bottom-end of Barrack Lane was lined with wild rose trees forming a pretty
canopy, but when the hedges were dug out the roses went also.

At one time The Barracks consisted of eleven cottages. There was a cement-
lined brick tank fed by a spring through pipes laid under the Mearing's house.
The water was suspected when a number of children in The Barracks died -
five in one household - but the source of infection was discovered to be in
the drains of one of the houses. Two of the cottages were pulled down and
the landlord ordered a well to be dug on the land opposite, where ‘Russetts’
now stands. Unfortunately the project had to be abandoned when the
workmen found London Clay 40 feet down. The water found there was foul
and undrinkable, so the residents continued to use the old well as before. The
Water Company installed a mains supply in 1947.

On the left,near to the sharp twist at the top end of Barracks Lane, there were
two more old cottages, now long gone. At the top on the right was Ridge
Cottage which has been extensively extended and is now called ‘New



Memories of Mr Arthur Murrell  1998. Revised in 2000. recorded 27/11/00

A.J.Owen Goddard.

Bought area from last bungalow on the right, near Rhododendron Corner to Dell
Road. ( I havn’t seen any reference to him being connected with Ridge Cottage).
Was an asbestos colonial house. Arthur’s father helped pull it down.

He changed the name from Barrack Road in the 1930’s, to Dell Road.
He had the pond opposite school filled in.

During the 1930’s , the Old Rectory was demolished, and Finchampstead House
built.

A.J.O.G. was the architect for Major Edwards. (Mrs. Edwards was a beautiful
lady, with long golden hair and drove a Bentley Continental car.)

Mr Arthur Murrell’s father helped in the rebuilding. The garage is partly
underneath.

Mrs. Goddard was formerly a Miss Liddiard from Wokingham. She ran a little
private school in The Verge.

They had an office extension on the school side of the Verge.

They had three daughters, Rose, Mary and Ethel, who died.

Rose was a schoolteacher and married Reg. Allison a schoolteacher at The Holt
school. He was the first Secretary/Treasurer/Booking Officer of the Memorial
Hall.

The Verge was the Post Office at the beginning of the century, then it went over
the road to The Little Orchard (joined onto the blacksmiths shop). It returned back
over the road to Rosemary Cottage, where Mrs Slyfield served customers in her
back room (now the kitchen of the present owners, lan and Sue Cridland). At
present it is at the Park Motors (27/11/00) but the Post Office Counters are
threatening closure unless Ian Admans has converted to computer by 7™ Dec.

Mrs Slyfield (Miss Crane)? gave land for the children’s playground.

In the 1930°s Mr Murrell and Jack Thorne moved the hedge opposite the Council
houses in line with Red Cottage (Mrs Powell, next to the Memorial Hall).

Mr Cartiledge won the Irish Sweepstake, £20,000, with which he bought the now
California Country Park. Arthur’s grandfather was a friend of his, he had a fish
shop in Twickenham and Teddington. In 1920 he bought Shepperlands. He
returned to London leaving Arthur’s mother behind

MERGORET MEARWG

AN GRM Y
VRO - el

LurTH FrRIEND AT -
Log Lo Coll€GE-
I, OO0



Grave of
Dame Charlotte Helen Ommanney
in St. James’ Churchyard,

Finchampstead

Dame Charlotte Helen Ommanney

Dame Charlotte and her husband, Sir Montagu Frederick Ommanney, GCMG,
KCB,ISO, were residents of the Old Rectory, Finchampstead for only a few
years before Charlotte died. She was buried in St. James’ Church graveyard in
March 1913. Montagu died in Cuckfield, Sussex, in 1925. They had seven
children. The Old Rectory was replaced by Finchampstead House in the 1930’s.

Charlotte, herself, was one of the seven children of Octavius and Helen
Ommanney. She was born in 1845 in Westminster and married her first cousin,
Montagu Ommanney, in 1867. Montagu was the son of Francis and Julia
Ommanney and Octavius and Francis were brothers. Their parents were Sir
Francis Molyneux Ommanney and Georgiana Frances Ommanney who had
twelve children. The Ommanneys were a distinguished family with many
holding high-ranking naval positions.

Caitlyn Crook, a descendant of the Ommanney family, has supplied the
following additional information:-

I’'ve been doing more research on the Ommanneys and found they are a very large family! I looked into Charlotte’s and
Montagu’s parents (Francis & Octavius) and then looked into their parents.

Their father was called Sir Francis Molyneux Ommanney, born in 1774 and died in 1840 (age 66).

Their mother was Georgiana Francis Ommanney. Together they had 13_children, hence a large family connection. The
names of their children were Elizabeth Ackworth Beachcroft Ommanney, Frederick Woods Ommanney, Edward Aislabie
Ommanney and Edward Aislabie Ommanney (I do believe they had two children of the same name), Walter Stirling
Ommanney, Francis Ommanney, John Orde Ommanney, Manaton Collingwood Ommanney, Admiral Sir Erasmus
Ommanney, Agnes Ommanney, Octavius

Ommanney and George Druce Wynne Ommanney.

| also researched into Admiral Sir Erasmus Ommanney. He joined the Royal Navy at the age of 12 in 1826. In 1838, he
went on an Arctic expedition in search of missing whales. During the Crimean War of 1854-56 he commanded the Naval

force in the White Sea at the Gulf of Riga.
He became an Admiral 1877 and was knighted in the same year.

Finally, | researched into the parents of Francis Molyneux Ommanney: Rear Admiral Cornthwaite Ommanney, born 1736,
died 26" March 1801 (aged 65) and their mother was Martha Manaton, born 1748 and died 1813 (Aged 65).

Cornthwaite was commissioned lieutenant on 22" August 1758 and promoted commander on the 20" June 1765. He
commanded the Zephyr 10 from 1766 until the end of the following year and in February 1768 he commissioned the New
Otter 14, serving on the Newfoundland station for each of the following two summers and retaining her until the end of

1769. He was posted Captain on the 22" of February 1772 and commanded the Panther 60 with the broad pennant of
the Commodore Molyneux Shuldham at Newfoundland for the following two summers.

On January 19'" 1773 he married Martha Manaton and together they had 6 sons and 1 daughter. He became a rear

admiral in 1794 and died on the 26" March 1801. His son, Lieutenant Montagu Ommanney of the Royal Artillery, died in
the West Indies in 1796. He lived in Millbank Row in Westminster.

Montagu was born on the 2™ August 1779 and died on November 17" 1796 at the age of 17.






B Doris and her son John plam.tlie tree, watched by Harry Long

ribute to village

LONG-SERVING: Finchamp-
stead councillor Gilbert Offer
was fondly remembered when a
tree was planted in his honour.
Some ‘months ago Finchampstead
Parish Council voted un_ammoq;g
to find a fitting memorial for Mr
Offer. And as he was a keen gar-
dener, his widow Doris suggested
lantgng his favourite tree, a copper
eech. 3
At Saturday’s planting ceremon;
at Finchampstead Memorial Harli
collegues and friends told of their
great esteem for Mr Offer, who died
in July 1989 after serving 19 years on
the parish -council, five as its
chairman. : 1
Mr Offer, who lived in Finchamp-
stead for 42 years, was the village
oliceman and a Fovernor of Gorse
ide and Nine Mile Ride schools.
Current chairman Harry Lgng
helped Mrs Offer and her son John, a
university lecturer who had come
over from Northern Ireland for the
ceremony, to plant the tree. }

A brass plaque will be put up near -

the tree dedicating it to the memory

bobby

of Mr Offer by the parish council.
Mr Long said: “I am sure Gilbert
would have approved of planting a
tree. By coincidence, the date hap-
ens to have fallen during national
ree planting week.” :
Mrs Offer said her husband greatly
enjoyed his council work as he knew
everyone in the village from his days
as the local policeman touring the
area on his bicycle.

The Rev Ken Humphi'eys

remembered Mr Offer as a very well -

{_espected member of his congrega-
10n. - 2

“He was always a very reliable
friend and was well used by People
consulting him on parish history or
current difficulties,” he said.

Finchampstead ward Coun Muriel
Long represented the district coun-
cil at the ceremony.

o»

P.C. Gilbert J. Offer
Our "Bobby on the Beat" for 17 years.
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Auq %9 Mr. GILBERT OFFER

e are sad to record the death of Mr. Offer on Sunday 16th
July at the Sue Ryder Home, Nettlebed. He was a kind and gentle
men, with a deep and sincere interest in the welfare of The
comnunity. We shall miss him, and we extend our heartfelt
sympathy to Mrs. Doris Offer and their son, John. el
Publishers

¥ Mro. GILBERT OFFER

Meny of the older residents of Finchampstead will remember
Mro Gilbert Offer as being our last true Village Policeman.
Cycling his beat, passing the time of dgy with those he met, and
standing in the dark by the telephone box outside the old post
office, waiting to ring in to the Station. No 'walkie talkies!
vhen!  There was not much happening that escaped his sharp eyes
and even the young rebels of the dsy had a bealthy respect for
"Gopper Offer", as he was affectionately known.

Gilbert Offer was a native of Bath and had been a chorister
in Bath Abbey. He served in the Police TForce at Hungerford and
came to Finchampstead in 1948. A keen gardener, he specialised
in dahlias and alwsys had a fine show of blooms in the garden of
the Police House at Spring Gardens.

On his retirement he and Mrs. Offer movad to their very
plc sant bungalow in Nine dile Ride, but he did not retire from
public service. Always having the welfare of the village =t
heart, he was elected to the Parish Council, on which he served
for 18 years, some of the time as Chairman.

He was a weil respected and public solrlted member of our
conmunity who will be sadly missed M. T M.

TRIBUTE TO GILBIRT OFTL

When Gilbert died last week we 21l lost a very loyal friend
and counsellor, His knowledge of the parish over many years was
of enormous value and many parishioners came to him with their
problems. Gilbert was a Parish Councillor from 1969 to 1987 when
failing health prevented him from standing for Local Council
elections, Hevertheless he was alweys available to advise on
matters of parish concern. During his term of office with the
Council he was Chairman several times,

His knowledge of the Parish began long before his election
20 the Council as he was the village 'bobby! for twenty years and
the wealth of stories he could tell about events was boundless.
During his police service he was awarded the Queen's Medal - a
rare distinction.

Gilbert had a great love of music and a fine collection of
records to which he was always adding a new favourite.
I oHarle
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TIMESPEOPLE

time or another had to go
through the daily chore of
reading their young chil-
dren a bed-time story before
they will even consider
settling down to go to sleep.

But for how many has this
task developed into the luc-
rative business of writing
children’s books? -

Sidney Paulden of The Ridges,
Finchampstead, discovered that
the quicket method of settling
his three sons down at night was
to turn the light off while telling
them a story. It was this that
led him to improvising them
rather than reading out loud
from a book.

“T used to find something they
had been playing with during
the day and revolve the story
around it. For instance, I found
a pencil with a rubber on the

g end and started telling them a

.

story about a liftle boy called
Yen who used this magic pencil
to draw things that immediately
came toi life,” he said.

Book

But the story of Yen and his
magic pencil continued night
after night and Mr Paulden real-
ised that he had a potential story
book on his hands.

‘“After several ‘episodes’ I
switched on a tape recorder as I
told the children the stories, and
I soon found that they were
inviting their friends round to
hear the tapes. But it was my
wife who finally persuaded me
to send the story to some pub-
lishers. It took me ages to it
all out but eventually I finished
it all and posted it ofg to the first
three publishing houses on the
Hst,” he explained. :

Two publishers turned the
manuscript down immediately
and it was seven months before
the third bothered to reply.

“A lot of people get discour-
aged and give up writing after a
first refusal, but I always advise

{them to keep on going. You

never know what is going to
happen,” he claimed.

It was the third publisher that
finally acce?ted the story of Yen
although a few amendments had
to be made to the first chapters.

So it was in December, 1975,
that Sidney Paulden’s first sto;{
about Yen appeared on the bo
shelves.

Mr Paulden approached the
BBC television programme Jac-
kanory with his book and in

June, 1976, Paul Jones of Man-

fred Mann read the story of Yen
to millions of viewers in five
episodes.

“] really got a thrill out of

. SIDNEY PAULDEN

listening to the programme.
Paul Jones did it very well —
putting on all the voices. I think
it came across very well — my

writing is extremely visual, you, .

see,” he said.

* Since then two more stories :
_ about Yen have appeared on the

By

e

IIMES Thursday, October 13, 1977

5

Jackie
Roberts

‘market although Mr Paulden

has decided that his adventures
will end with a fourth book still
in the pipeline. Soon to be pub-
lished is Little Cowboy, another
story based on one of his chil-
dren’s toys.

Very hard

“It is very hard to write chil-
dren’s books. A story goes

through the hands of so many

adults before being seen by a
child. My youngest son, Jan,
13, always reads the stories and
criticises where he thinks fit.
He’s very useful you know,” he
explained.

“I always have a very pholos-
pical theme running through
my stories. I don’t think that
the children realise this but
they hopefully absorb it all
unconsciously. One theme is
indiﬁnation against injustice. I
think it is good for kids to under-
stand that people should get
their just deserts because really
and truly that's why we entered
World War Two,” he claimed. -

At present Mr Paulden is
working on another book, The
Disco, aimed at older children.

“It is all about the children
from The Forest Grammar
School at Winnersh and .the
girls of Holt School, Woking-
ham, although all names will
obviously be changed.

Jan goes to The Forest School
and I often give the kids lifts
when both schools get together
for a disco.

Funny

It is really funny listening to
them discussing who was there,
who likes who and so on. So that
is going to be the theme of my
new book. I think it will come
off quite gell,” he said.

However, Mr Paulden’s liter-
ary talents are not restricted to

‘children’s stories, for he is also

a specialist writer on interna-
tional trades, industrial finance
and selling techniques.

“I lrave written several of the
BBC industrial publications and
am also an advisor for The
Money Programme and

Panorama. I also wrote five BBC
television programmes about
the Common Market prior to us
entering,” he explained.

His work for the United
Nations plus industrial books
requires a considerable amount ¥
of research and travel. 2

‘“‘One of my hooks, ‘Joint{
Export Marketing Groups’, was &
about how small production g
units can get together in any one
country and sell internationally. &
The research for this invelved
seven weeks of solid travel &
around the world looking out all &
the small industries I could £
find,” he said.

Labour

Another book, ‘Whatever Hap-
pened at Fairfields’, about the
Glasgow shipyard taken over by
the employees after being closed §
éown as a result of bankruptey,
mainly deals with labour rela-
tions.

“That involved quite a lot of
work ¥nd I also had to smuggle
myself into a shipyard for the
launching of a new ship. The
cover of that book actually was
designed by Sean Connery who §
feels very strongly about this
sort of thing,” he explained.

Despite the recognition he has
achieved in this particular field §
of work, Sidney Paulden derives
far more pleasure in writing
stories for children.

“I think that fairy stories will
always remain firm favourites
with youngsters but it is very
hard to break into the market. §&

“My main problem, really, is §
finding time to write the stories &
— I have so many other dead —
lines to meet.

‘Blockbuster

. “I usually try to do this writ- §
ing at the weekends but once I
get started I hate having to stop
and get on with something else.
This last book about Yen is a
real blockbuster and will reuznd
@f his adventures really welZ it
is called Yen and The Pp¥er of
the Wizards,” he explp#fed.

r
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LIONEL GEORGE SCHOFIELD il

Mr. Schofield was born on 15th February 1915 and we regret
to inform our readers that he died on 7th March 1991, aged 76.

His father, George Schofield, of Coggleshill, Nine Mile Ride, was
Cowman of Wheatlands Farm, and his mother, Beatrice Mary P-3ston,
of Clerkenwell Tavern, S.B, London, was a Landlady. Lionel; their
only son, was born at Besch Cottages, White Horse Lane, thenv moved
to 1 Wheatlands Cotts, White Horse Lane. He frequented Finchamp-
stead C. of E« School. When he left school he worked at Pine Farm,
Finchampstead, for Captain Washington. Lionel started his own
poultry business from homs, :

When the War came. he joined the Royal Artillery, working
with searchlights and the anti-aircraft battery at Barnard Castle,
Lincolnshire, then went to North Africa and progressed through
Italy into Germany. He was a despatch rider in the desert and had
meny a hairy moment, was wounded and wes awarded seven medals. In
1945 he was invalided out and sent home on a Hospital Ship. He
spent a long tims in the Royal Berks. Hospital and on his recovery
he returned to Poultry Farming,

At this time he rode =n old Sunbeam motorcycle and later

bought Zdgington's Venguard van. Lionel had a friend in Germany
so after the War he used to drive in his Vanguard to visit the
family in Germany up until about 1971, and would tour the Conti-
nent in his old car and once even drove up the side of Mount
Vesuvius. He visited many other famous places as well.

Later on, Lionel began taxi work for Station Qar Hire in
Wokingham. His father, George, died in 1954 and is buried in
Finchampstead Churchyard. Lionel then looked after his ageing
mother till she was 91 - she died in about 1963. He took on
gardening duties at the Churchyard and at various houses in the
vicinity for 25 years.

Many people will best remember seeing him in the new Range
Rover that he purchased in 1971. He will alweys be remembered
for his conscientious work and spent much time enjoying the warm
summer days mowing the lawns. Some summer evenings he could be
ssen mowing the lawn at the War Memorial., He always hed time to
spend for an interesting chat about gardening, or the waather; or
how things had changed in his 76 years in Finchampstead. His
house was knocked down and rebuilt in 1985-87 and hs lived there
until moved into Hospital in July 1990. BHe spent the last months
of his 1ife in hospital due to =z seriss of falls and dsclining
healths Mark Denton



fight for
highway

FINCHAMPSTEAD folk call him * The Devil’s
Advocate,” and, in a way, that is an apt description

of their newly-elected parish councillor, Major Brian

Shone.

Two weeks ago at the
council’s most recent meeting
Major Shone tried, unsuccess-
fully, to force a debate on the
public right of way along
The Devil’s Highway.

He claimed that a fence
and a hedgerow are encroach-
ing on a portion of this his-
toric - Roman road thus
preventing the public from
using its full width.

His concern is that if The
Devil’s Highway is not pro-
tected, landowners adjacent to
this 1,600-yard strip of bridle-
path will be able to apply for
squatter’s rights over substan-
tial portions.

The issue is as simple as
that. Yet it provoked the
stormiest meeting in years of
the Finchampstead Parish
Council and resulted in the
major receiving a verbal
lambasting second to none.

Now, when the major con-
ducts a campaign, he uses
every possible means to attain
his objective, as his fellow
councillors have been quick
to discover. He bombards
everyone—from the highest to
the lowliest—with an ava-
lanche of paper bearing
lengthy printed arguments
and neatly reproduced multi-
coloured maps. Given half
a chance, he will launch into

verbal explanations which
may stretch over several
hours:

For instance, when T ar-

rived at his home in Long-
water Lane, Major Shone was
very busy collating the numer-
ous pages of his latest epistle
directed at the Finchamp-
stead Society and the History
and Heritage Group with
copies to . . . you name it,
and they’re listed somewhere
on the title page! He in-
tended to hand-deliver these
on his bicycle later in /the
evening.

The man behind this * devil
of a row,” is a silver-haired,
blue-eyed 67-year-old retired
BBC engineer.

He lives in a house which
was built around stables—or,
to be more precise, he em-
ployed an architect 25 years
ago to build accommodation

for his horses and coaches,”

and, almost as an after-
thought, a flat for his own use
on top of the stables.

This approach to his own
living quarters is understand-
able because Major Shone is
one of those rare people who
is a member—along with the
Duke of Edinburgh and the
Prince of Wales—of the
Coaching Club. It is not sur-
prising; therefore, to learn
that he was one of the
amateur “whips” who took
part in the Coronation pro-
cession, driving the Prime
Minister of Ceylon, but this
is only one of the many dis-
tinctions which he has
achieved in a lifetime jam-
packed with incident. In
1970 he received the Geoffrey
Parr Award from the previ-
ous year’s recipients, moon-
walkers Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin.

Television engineers will
quickly understand the techni-
cal significance of his contri-
bution. Very simply, he
developed a method whereby
numerous television  pro-
grammes can be transmitted
through one aerial. It
brought with it advantages
not only to the. BBC, but to
the set-owner as well.

The “Galloping Major™”
didn’t only confine his
interests to horses and

engineering—he founded the
Berkshire Boy Choristers and
makes a point of travelling
abroad on their concert tours.

They practise in the coach-
house-cum-stables, long since

vacated by his coaches and
horses, surrounded by three
fanfare trumpets for the Agin-
court Battle Song, Cors de
Chasse, for the hunting songs,
two lute guitars and four
gittens for the Elizabethan
songs, a set of eight bells for
the Vicar of Bray, a set of
six bells for * Sumer is icu-
men in” and a portable organ
—all purchased by Major
Shone for those very special

instrumental accompani-
ments.
The stairway to Major

Shone’s flat is lined by pipes
for an organ he salvaged from
the Staines Methodist Church
and the console is hemmed
in by the apper the major
accumulates in writing not
only letters, but books, which

Major Brian Shone with his musical instruments.

he binds himself and which
he turns out as regularly and
as prolifically as an Erle
Stanley Gardner.

The result is that his flat
is what can only be described
as a ‘“chaos of paper.” It
would not be unkind to de-
scribe him as untidy, but he
apologises profusely for the
“mess”  which includes
numerous of his own paint-
ings.

He is a “tenth-rate ” (his
own description of his musi-
cal skills) organist, pianist
and player of the viola.

As if this is not ,enough
to keep most people occupied
for life, he is a governor of
the Blue Coat School at
Christ’s Hospital, a life mem-
ber of the Reading Ramblers’

Club and a life member of
the National Trust.

Throw in the fact that he
founded the Finchampstead
Society (““to protect our
parish”) and the Bearwood
Estate  Residents  Associ-
ation (“ to defend our ancient
rights of way”) and you
have only a sketchy outline
of his multitude of interests.

Thus has the major gal-
loped through life. Now he
has dug in his spurs and is
racing headlong towards ulti-
mate protection of Finchamp-
stead’s 26-mile network of
footpaths and bridlepaths;
and, whether or not the
Finchampstead Parish Coun-
cil like it, the major intends
to put his case forcibly—and
the devil take the hindmost!







LooKwEre ™M —Tmes

Con

M

uncil

)

STUNE L

¢ 1100

9k

lor 1s

found hanged

Sad end for Devil's Highway campaigner

By Charles Nelson

VETERAN political cam-
paigner Major Brian Shone
has been found hanged at his
Finchampstead home just
weeks after failing in another
election attempt.

The body of Major Shone, aged

-84, an eccentric and

; was-discovered
ter, Ruth last Friday morning at
his house in Vermont Woods.

A note was also found at the
scene and police confirmed there
were no suspicious circum-
stances.

Prior to the Wokingham District
Council elections in May, Major
Shone confessed to the TIMES
that he would “carry on cam-
paigning until the bitter end” as a
matter of pride.

But, as in past elections, he
made little impact on the elec-
torate in Finchampstead South
ward and the seat was held by
Tory councillor Muriel Long,
prompting him to seek a judicial
review.

Major Shone, who lived alone,
was elected to Finchampstead
Parish Council.

tmvets;gl
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He was well-known for his fight
to get the Devil's Highway, an
Anglo-Saxon pilgrim road in
Finchampstead, reinstated as a
public right of way - a dream that
was never realised.

He was an outspoken critic of
Freemasonry and obsessively
fought to expose Masons who he
was convinced had taken over
local and national government.
He stood unsuccessfully several
times for seats on Wokingham
District and Berkshire County
Councils and in two general elec-
tions.

He dedicated much of his time to

promoting his unorthodox politi-
cal views under the banner of his

own Christian Heritage, History

~ and Reform party.

He wrote several books, at least

one of which was outlawed for
containing defamatory state-
ments. -Major Shone got round
this by giving the book away.

Nearly a decade ago he had to
sell his home in Longwater Lane
and move into a smaller house
after losing £76,000 in a libel
_case.
~ He was a prolific letter writer
and even sent correspondence to
members of the Royal family and
politicians of the day such as
Margaret Thatcher.

Finchampstead district council-
lor Celia May said: “He was very
much an individual, an eccentric
and latterly rather a lonely old
man. It is a tragedy for thls to |
happen.” ‘

Major Shone was once a skllled '
carriage driver, leading the
Celonese Prime Ministers coach
during the Queen’s Coronation
procession in 1953.

Major Shone’s body was found
suspended from a rope hanging
from a pole over his attic door-
way. Police say he may have been
dead for as long as 18 hours.

A post mortem was due to car-
ried out on Tuesday (June 4).
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Major h

anged

himself after
campaign loss

By Chris Watson

THE last moments of
Finchampstead parish council-
lor Major Brian Shone’s life
were relived at a coroner’s
court last week when part of
his suicide note was read out.

And after the inquest a
Wokingham district councillor dra-
matically revealed a possible
motive for the tragedy.

Major Shone hanged himself at
his home in Vermont Woods, aged
84, just weeks after failing in
another Wokingham District
Council election bid.

He had been well known for his
fight to get the Devil’s Highway,
an Anglo-Saxon pilgrim road in
Finchampstead, reinstated as a
public right of way.

He was also strongly opposed to
Freemasonry and sought to expose
Masons in public life.

The body of Major Shone, who
had worked for the BBC, was
found on May 31 suspended from a
rope hanging from a pole over his
attic doorway by his sister, Ruth.

In a suicide note, Major Shone
wrote: “To my family and execu-
tors, please forgive the awful thing
I must do.”

Coroner Robert Wilson recorded a
verdict of suicide, on July 4, after
reading statements from Major
Shone’s  sister and  from

Was Lib-Dem’s
~ letter the
final straw?

Wokingham district councillor
Steve Bacon.

His sister stated she had last
seen Major Shone on April 7
(Easter Sunday), which was his
birthday, and had spent the day
with him.

Major Shone was said to be in
good health and his sister had
arranged with him to attend their
brother Kenneth’s birthday cele-
brations.

Ruth went to his home on May 31
and used a key she had been given
to let herself in.

She took milk and letters from
the door-step and checked to see if
his kitchen stove was hot, knowing
that he made a pot of coffee in the
morning.

Ruth found a handwritten note
on a chair and then discovered her
brother’s body upstairs.

Recording his verdict, Coroner
Robert Wilson said: “Isn’t it a
shame when a man of his calibre,
who has led such a full life, takes
his own life.

“He may have had arguments or
disagreements about local govern-
ment but don’t we all.”

Speaking after the inquest, Clir
Bacon speculated that a letter he
sent to Major Shone just prior to
his death may have contributed to
the parish councillor’s state of
mind.

Cllr Bacon said the Major had
hoped that the change of adminis-
tration on the district council fol-
lowing the May local elections
would provide a speedy solution to
his Devil’s Highway campaign.

But in the letter, found on a table
in Major Shone’s house and
referred to in his note, Clir Bacon
stated that the new Lib-Dem run
district council could not act imme-
diately to re-open the pilgrim road.

ClIr Bacon said: “He was expect-
ing the Lib-Dems to come in and
change everything and deal with
his single issue - the bridleway - as
a matter of urgency.

“I wrote to him the week before
he died - I wasn’t encouraging. He
expected something to happen
within days or weeks whereas I
didn’t think it would happen any-
where as near as that. This didn’t
give him anything like the encour-
agement he expected.

“In the scheme of things it is not
as important as other matters
such as the housing of the home-
less.” :

Major Shone is also believed to
have been upset about the
prospects of seeking a judicial
review following his defeat in the
district council elections, ——




Up to 1972, Major Brian Shone could be seen driving round
the Parish on a Sporting Omnibus, pulled by a Unicorn Team
of 3 horses. The coach had gun dog boxes for going out hunting.
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ANALECTA - 47
BRIAN SHONE - IN MEMORIAM

FIRSIPITa | recall Brran Shone as a member of the St Jamess Church choir
- when I arrived as Rector in 1962.  He had settled in Longwater Lane in
~ 1952, needing paddock and coach house space not too far from Windsor to
- enable him to make his coach and horses. available for shows and royal

joccasions.; Being something of a high flyer in his, London days, he was not
immediately accepted by the chhampstead "old guard" of the middle years
of the century. ..:One respected elder in describing Brian to me commented
ithat he was - very much a newcomer, addlng "he has only been here ten
years g il by

& 2onli NILP ; ; = = Pt b tgooyel
By his insistent defence of village amenities, including footpaths, the
old village green, the largest iron-age bell barrow in Berkshire, and St
iOswald’s well, he surely earned at last village status.  He worshipped at St
James’s: from-time to time; one of the last occasions. being on his 84th
birthday on Easter Sunday this year. ;

Brian Shone was a colourful character who accomplished many
things in his life: war-time organiser of top secret training of 20,000 radar
operators, engineer in charge of aerials and transmitters for radio and early
television at Alexandra Palace and Crystal Palace, radio engineer
responsible for the technical aspects of the broadcast of the Abdication
speech in 1936, driver of coach and horses in the Coronation procession in
1952, leader of visits of singing boys from Berkshire to Venice, Rome,
Luxembourg, Washington and New York, producer of opera in Wokingham
Town Hall, organiser of a broadcast service of Berkshire Boys singing from
vEton College chapel with the Roman Catholic Brshop Derek Warlock and
Cabmet Minister Selwyn Lloyd. : ;

A penchant for litigation and a fearless determmatron to contend
for what he saw as the right, inspired Brian to spend a quarter of a century
rand more of his retirement beavering away in courts at every level (including

:the: European court), often representing himself without legal assistance.
iHis main concern was to try to obtain the openmg of the Devil’s Highway,
which in the early 1950’s had not been included in the definitive map of
pubhc footpaths He dled without achieving this goal

The range and scope of his prohﬁc correspondence was wide and
all-embracing. . He was an inveterate copier of letters to all and sundry.
Recipients included royalty, judges, (from the Lord Chancellor downwards),
politicians, local government officers and councillors, bishops and clergy of
many denominations. He served various terms of office on the Parish
Covneil and was 2 memher nF the (‘mmml at fh(- time of his death  Hic

energy seemed boundless Having grven up ‘his car in recent years, he
‘walked everywhere and was often to be seen doggedly delivering election
mamfestos in’ hrs rnany attempts to be elected to Wokmgham Drstrrct
'COUHCII PBWZ “; % OEF ViTi8 &

l’;‘{:’. Q02 7041 } i f1o6eyYs han dooiihag ganshosne 200

' With prrde in"his nnhtary associations ‘as a Temtonal Army major
’Brran ‘liked “toretain"his military rank in civilian life." “Year by year-on
‘Remembrance’ Sunday he would attendthe service ‘at the War: Memorial,
‘sporting his’ bowlerhat and medals.” ‘Military history and church’music were
‘abiding’ intcrests, which he was always’ready to share.™ * Independent, ‘and
idiosyncratic, Brian could be charming and irritating in equal measure:**He
‘was a good-hearted and honourable man, whose passmg leaves the Vrllage a
more monochrome Lplace ity et adg o
4 . T 3228 ¥ .:;;;T,’ o H‘.‘E.-‘-J DN

““Arthir ‘Brian Shone s funeral semce ‘took place at! Easthampstead ;
'Park Crematorium®on“13th June. '*His ashes are to bef‘mterrcd in
Finchampstead Churchyard at noon on Monday 8th July. 7 @5 i ]
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Miss ANN TAYIOR and Miss AYIMER TRAVERS ey 199

We learnt with regret recently of the deaths of two very
remerkable ladies, Miss Ann Taylor and Miss Ay}mer Travers. ‘Both
will be remembered in their own rights for their good works in
many fields, but I think they will both be rememoe?ed 1n.F1ncnamp-
stead for their pioneering youth work within the Girl Guide Mcve-
ment, particularly during the period between 1930 end 1957.

inn Taylor, known as Nan or Nancy, dled suddenly at her home -
at Worplesdon, Surrey, on 28th December 1990. She.Spent the
early part of her 1ife in Finchempsteed, first living at South
Court Cottage (now Constant Springs) in the 1920s, where her

father was gardener for Colonel Cadell of South Court. By the
late 1930s the family had moved to Tigsr Cottage, Fleet Lane,
where she and her mother lived until 1957. During her lifetime
in Finchampstead she was a Brownie, Guide, and Ranger, and con-
inued into adult Guiding, not only as the well loved 1lst Fin-
champstead GuideCaptain in the 1950s but also played a major role
in Berkshire County activities, particularly in the outdoor pur-
suits. Her love and devotion to youth was not only reflected in
her Guiding, but also in her teaching career. She trained at
Selisbury Teachers Training Collsge, becoming first a pupil
teacher at Crowthorne and then a teacher at Frimley Primary
School, Surrey. In 1957 she gained a Headship's position at West
Clandon Primary Schaol. During the 1950s, Nan was very involved
with village and Church life. She was an active member of St.
James's Church and was an advocate of the Elizabeth Blighe brass
being removed from the Church floor and placed on the south wall
where it is today. In 1955/56 the whole village was involved in
the Pagean®, "Chronicles of Finchampstead", written by Rev. W.E.
Woosnam Jenes and produced by Dr. Cashell, Kan, in her typical
dedicated wgy , became the right hand person to ths producer,
carrying out all the secretverial duties necessary for the smooth
running of the huge cast and production. After leaving Finchamp-
stead she continued her work in education and Church work, and
was very active in this field right up until her death., She was
a School Governor and was involved in the Guildford Diocesan work
in the field of education for children.

Aylmer Travers died on 4th January 1991 at Drimoleague
kursing Homs, where she spent the last few years of her long life.
She became involved in Finchampstead Guiding in about the 1920s
with liss Sylvia Kemm, who started the lst Finchampstead Guide
Company. During the 1930s Aylmer started a Sea Ranger unit in the
village, which was a2 huge success. These .girls, including Nancy
Taylor, enjoyed a whole new range of activitiss including boating,
travelling and camping in such places 2s Northern Ireland, Scctland
end Switzerland. They had to return to Finchampstead from Switzer-
land rather hastily due to the outbresk of war. These trips were
all mads possible due to Ayimer's great enthusiesm and leadership.
During the 1940s Aylmer was involved in the war effort, having a
degree in engineering, OShe was at this time living at Hartlev
ilintney. Later she moved to Bradfield but still continued to run
Finchampstead Guides. These girls enjoyed having the leadership
of both Aylmer and Nancy snd spent many happy times camping with
them in Cornwall, Devon and Wales, not to mention the many weekend
activities at Bradfield. Aylmer became well known for her lesdership
in the Guide Movement and became a leading authority and adviser
for the County.

There are plans to plant some trees at the ney Guide House
called Thirtover at Coldash, Newbury, in recognition of the out-
standing work these two ladies did for Guiding in Berkshire.
They both gave so much of their lives to the service of others
that they will be remembered with love and gratitude by 211 who
knew them. _ — O. Butchart
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MISS HELEN M. TAYLOR

Many will have memories of Helen - for some they are too
precious to share, I have been amazed by the number of people
who have said to me, "If it hadn't been for Helen...". - She
endeared herself to this village in her retirement and perticipa-
ted fully in its life, giving of her many talents wherever and
whenever she felt she could make a worthwhile contribution.

I was invited to fill a vacancy at one of her weekend trai-
ning sessions when she was Principal of The Abbey School for
Speakers. It was for Young Farmers, end liaud Travers and Helen
were just as skilful with, and interested in, these young men as
they were with the Midwife Teachers at the Royal College of Mid-
wives; some of whom remained Helen's friends and continued to
visit her at Hawthorns. A number of Members of Parliament, too,
benefited (and so have we) from her excellent tuition, sense of
humour and warm personality. Her knowledge and expertise as a
gardener were well known - the garden at Warren Lodge, where she
died, will reflect her skills and give enjoyment to others for
years to come.,

Helen had a wonderful ability of showing intersst in any
subject one ‘might wish to discuss, be it travel, current affairs,
religion, the past, present, or future - or whatever., Her percep-
tion and wise counsel were valued by many. It was a joy and =
privilege to have known her and to listen to snippets of her full
and interesting life, Armorel Billing

HELEN TAYLOR 1896-1988

When I first came to live in Finchampstead in 1971, the
first person I met was Helen Taylor - she always welcomed new-
comers with morning coffee at her house, a typical friendly
village person, vho, as a vicar's daughter, was brought up in a
country parishé

Helen did not suffer fools gladly, but had the keenest
sense of humour; and loved life up to the end. Helen founded,
and was Principal of, The Abbey School for Speskers, and told
many anecdotes of her pupils, carefully never mentioning names,

During the War she drove an ambulance during the blitz, and
when she finally retired came to live in Finchampstead to be near
her good friend, Maud Travers, and together they founded the
parish magazine,

Helen started the Helen Tayior Cﬁufbhyar& Trust Fund, some~
thing very close to her heart, for which she worked tirelessly -

a true memorial to a great Lady, who will be sadly missed by all
who had the privilege to know her. S5.J.Ce
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How many of our readers have been delighted over the years
by articles in the Magazine appearing over these initials, which
everyone knew stood for Miss Helen Taylor, who died on lst May
1988, in her 92nd year.

When the Church Magazine ceased publication, it was she who
said, "We can't run this Parish without a liagazinel" and together
with her friend and colleague, iiss Maud Travers, persuaded
Commander Edgar Grace to produce a Civil Parish Magazine. The
first issue w=s in October 1967.

So we regard Helen Taylor as the true founder of this Mage-
zine. We record her passing with great sadness and extend our
sympathy to her meny friends. e shall miss her wise counsel.
She was elways so rcady to listen to other people's problems and
arrive at the right answers. ©She was fearlessly outspoken, never
afraid to stand up and be counted for what she knew to be right,
or cross swords with anyone she thought was in the wrong. She

bAd the courage of her convictions but if she found she was miste~
ken, she never hesitated to admit it.

A truly great and lovable character, who will ever be in our
hearts = no wonder she was the winner of the V.C. Jones Trophy
last y2ar =~ she certainly deserved it. The Publishers

MISS HELEN TAYIOR -

The Churchyard Helen Taylor Trust Committee mourns the death
of its founcer and enthusiastic supporter. Lady Liddell used to
give the procseds of her garden to the Church but about 1968 it
was suggested they should go to help with Mr. Schofield's wages.
Up to that time meny local people had voluntarily sent their gar-
deners to help Mr. Schofield and tidy the churchyard. For various
reasons, this help ceased and the Parochial Church Council had to
undertaeke the responsibility. Lady Liddell and Miss Taylor organi-
sed a fund to meet the cost. The money from Lady Liddell's garden
was insufficient so a committee was formed to raise funds. Iiiss
Taylor contacted all the families who had graves in the churchyard
that she could trace. The money she thus rsised formed the start
of the fund., In 1976 Lady Liddell no longer wished to continue es
Chairman and Miss Taylor took over the task. This post she relin-
quished three years ago when she in turn wished to retire, and
handed over to Mrs. Barbara Duan. In 1973 it was decided to form
a legal Trust to be sure the money raised would be secured for the
purpose for which it was intended and by general wish, the Trust
was given Miss Taylor's name in recognition of all her hard work.

The Trust is held by the Diocesan Trustees (Oxford) Lid. and
the P.C.0. is the administrative Trustee with the Churchyard Commit-
tee carrying on the work. This is now too much for Mr. Schofield
alone and vthe grass has to be cut by locel contractors.

lMiss Taylor was made a Life Member of the Committee on her
retirement and maintained her interest to the last ~ she was
discussing business on the Friday before she died, We have lost a
marvellous friend. Although this tribute is written with a2 heavy
heart, one can only be glad that HMiss Taylor was doing what she
enjoyed to the last and did not suffer a 1ong illness which she
dreadede. The Churchyard Committee members sslute a wonderful lady
who will be.sadly missed as a kind and helpful friesnd.

Eileen Burt
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John’s final j ]ourney
is a stylish affair

Laid to rest in coffin made from felled oak

}Y SARAH DAVE
Vokingham Times

fOND tributes were
made at the funeral last
Wednesday of a
Wokingham dental
technician who helped
to create one of the
largest dental laborato-
ries in Europe.

Friends and family
spilled out of the crammed
St James’ Church in
Finchampstead for the
funeral of John Tyrrell, “a
shining light”, who died,
aged 67, on February 3.

Mr Tyrrell’s coffin —
made from the wood of an
oak tree he recovered from
the great storm of 1987 —
was borne on the back of a
tractor-pulled trailer as it
wound its way to the 12th
century church.

Readings and musical
tributes were presented at
the service of thanksgiving
for Mr Tyrrell, who lived in
Jubilee Road,
Finchampstead.

Led by The Rev Sheila
Nunn, the service included
touching tributes from Mr
Tyrrell’s granddaughter
Jessica, 15, who read WH
Auden’s Stop All The Clocks.

Jessica’s sister Emily, 13,
and cousin Hannah, 10,
filled the church with the
sound of the Beatles’ song
Yellow Submarine played
on the clarinet.

Mr Tyrrell’s sister
Dorothy Cochrane said:
“John died peacefully in

A John Tyrrell.

his sleep — he was a shin-
ing light and the light has
gone out. ‘

“He could go into a room
full of strangers and leave
it as a room full of friends.

“He lived life in the fast
lane and was always doing
something.

“He was a Jack-of-all-
trades and was never

. puffed-up or mean — he

thought
unblocking

nothing of
someone’s

ns.

“He loved to watch the
birds in the garden, pick-
ing at the nuts he had put
there for them.”

Mr Tyrrell’s coffin is the
first to be made from
English oak in 30 years.
Similar coffins are usually
made from Japanese or
Canadian oak.

Son Richard Tyrrell
explained: “In the 1987
storms, a couple of big oak

G R = B

trees were blown down in
the grounds of St James’
Church and my father
offered to clear it up.

“He chopped it all up and
kept it in the dry and that
wood is what his coffin was
made from as it was one of
his requests.

“We took him to church
in the back of a tractor
because it is what he
would have wanted — he
was a bit different, a char-
acter.”

He added: “He liked
helping people and fixing
things and by combining
the two, he helped a lot of
people.

“If something was broken
he would look to see if he
could fix it — he liked a
challenge.”

One of six siblings, Mr
Tyrrell was born in Watton,
Norfolk, on November 16,
1934, and moved to Ely in
Cambridgeshire, aged one.

He came to Warfield in
the late 1950s after marry-

ing first wife, Myra, in.

1954, and remarried in
1973 to second wife Freda,
66.

He had eight children
and 10 grandchildren, with
another granddaughter,
Ella, born just two days
after his death. -

Dental technician Mr
Tyrrell built up an impres-
sive dental laboratory
business, providing the
dental profession with
items including dentures,
crowns, bridges and
braces. In 12.(21, he opened
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Bracknell Dental
Laboratory in Market
Street, Bracknell, before
merging with Broughton
and Hackwill in 1979 to
form Broughton and
Tyrrell in Newbury, where
he worked until his death.

Broughton and Tyrrell
became one of the largest
dental labs in Europe.

Mr Tyrrell’s retirement 15
years ago, prompted by a
heart attack, did not last
long when he returned to
work for Lodge Dental
Laboratory in Oxford
Road, Wokingham — an
independent business
formerly part of Broughton
and Tyrrell.

Business partner John
Broughton remembers Mr
Tyrell as “a brilliant tech-
mc1an and a glfted engi-
neer”

He said: “We went to
Switzerland each year on
week-long business cour
and he was greattﬁm to

<
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hand to anything. He kneéw |
how to live and enjoyed |
everything he did> !
After the service, organ-
ist Nigel Wallington played
As The Saints Go Marching
In as Mr Tyrrell’s coffin
was taken by tractor for
burial in the churchyard.
Mr Tyrrell’s family would
like to thank Dave
Williams, Quintin Scott
and Adam Miles for their
exceptional efforts to
make the day so special.
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A Mourners follow Mr Tyrell’s coffin as it makes its way on a trailer towed by a tractor to St James’
Church in Finchampstead. W020151c.
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Mr. van Hoboken had been a pioneer motorist and Iris started driving in 1926.
She describes it as a very pleasant experience in those days. There were no
driving tests and the roads in the area were of two sorts — the main ones were
tarred and the side roads were gravel.

During the second World War Iris van Hoboken helped to make camouflage
netting, worked on the land and milked cows. A group of evacuees from
Coventry arrived at Crowthorne and the family took in a young woman with
a small boy. This evacuee still keeps in touch and writes a letter every
Christmas.

By 1946 both of Iris’s parents had died and a local girl, Margaret Mearing,
was looking for a new position. She joined the employ of Miss van Hoboken at
‘Groves’ and has been with her ever since.

. When asked about the arrival of the first television sets, Miss van Hoboken
describes how, in the early 1950's, she and a friend were on their way to
London by car and stopped at the post office in Crowthorne. The friend
wondered why Iris was such a long time. She had gone in to post a letter and
came out having bought a 9-inch television set! A magnifying glass was
added to the front but, in order to see the picture properly, you practically
had to sit on each other’s laps.

Iris van Hoboken continued living at ‘Groves' until she had a fall in which she
broke her leg. In 2001,aged 99 years, she moved into Warren Lodge, a
residential home in Finchampstead. S$%2e a_,ug:é o ¥ Qan. 2207

Plucky Iris has 102 reasons to celebrate

A WOMAN who has lived in
F}nchampstead since the end of the
 First World War has celebrated her
102nd birthday.
d 20 guests gathered at the
wren Lodge Nursing Home last
Friday to offer their best wishes to Iris
Van Hoboken.

Miss Van Hoboken said: “It’s
wonderful to be 102 and everybody
has gone beyond kindness and I’d like
to thank them for giving me such a
lovely birthday.” : ;

She was born in Epsom, Surrey, and
moved with her parents to North
Court, in Finchampstead, in 1918.

In 1924 the family built Groves, a
thatched cottage on the North Court
estate, that would become her home
for the next 77 years.

She worked on a farm during World
War II as a milk-maid and later joined
her mother in helping with child
welfare for 50 years.

‘Throughout her life in
Finchampstead Miss Van Hoboken has
worked for many voluntary
organisations including Wokingham
Blind Club, and been secretary to
local branches of the Women’s
Institute and the National Trust.

Following an accident in September
2000 she was forced to sell Groves and
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Angela Lim, proprietor of Warren
Lodge, said: “She is a marvellous lady
and very independent.

“She goes out every day and even
entertains in the conservatory in her
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mave into Weksen Lodge. Friends and staff gather at Warren Lodge to wish Iris Van Hoboken a happy 102nd

birthday. W040508a. Picture: Stewart Tu

room.
“She’s absolutely incredible for her
age and uses this place more like a

hotel than a resident.
“I hope she has enjoyed her
birthday.” _ ; ‘

Memories of Finchampstead

Miss Iris van Hoboken

Iris van Hoboken hers lived in Finchampstead since 1919. She was born in 1902
and celebrated her 1027 birthday on 16™ April 2004.

As a young girl, Iris lived in Epsom, Surrey and was educated at Parsons
Mead, Ashtead in Surrey. During the First World War she and her parents
moved to Scotland. They stayed there for about three weeks and it rained
constantly. Miss van Hoboken says that her father ‘was allergic to rain’ and
they returned south, living for a year in the Wellington Hotel, Crowthorne,
which now no longer exists. Iris was one of the first in Great Britain to catch
Spanish ‘flu and, as no-one understood the disease there was no knowledge
of how to treat it. Eventually she recovered and returned to join her parents
at the Wellington Hotel and was there when the Armistice was signed in 1918.

Mr. van Hoboken bought North Court, Finchampstead, in 1919 for £7000. The
purchase included a small farm and several cottages on about 60 acres of
land. The house was in a poor state and it was difficult to get refurbishment
work done at that time. It took two years to make the property habitable. Mr.
van Hoboken became ill but he didn’t want to sell North Court so he had
another house built for the family on part of the estate. It was called '‘Groves’
and is situated near to ‘Rhododendron Corner’ at the end of The Ridges. The
family moved into the new house in 1924 and North Court was sold.

‘Groves' was only the second house in the village to have a hard tennis
court, but the official ‘opening’ was a disaster! Guests were invited and a
tea was laid on in the ‘outdoor room' but during the first match a girl hurt her
knee badly so that was the end of the tennis party.

There were no child clinics in Finchampstead, so, in 1923, Mrs. van Hoboken
started the Infant Welfare. It was her ‘brainchild’ and was held at the WI hut
to the west side of the present Memorial Hall. Iris helped by dishing out malt
and cod liver oil and weighing the babies. Miss Hoboken describes each
meeting as a little ‘party’. There was a standing order with the baker for fourty
halfpenny buns and sponge fingers for the children 'if they were good'!
Birthdays were celebrated and the meetings were enjoyable social
occasions.

In the 1920's there were no council houses in Finchampstead village and no
houses along The Ridges. The farmer at Manor Farm was Mr. Whittle. It was a
mixed farm at that time. The influential village residents lived at South, East
and West Courts and Col. Jones, VC, lived at Ridge Cottage at the top of
Dell Road. (Now ‘New Place’)(})

The Old Club Room in Finchampstead was used for social activities, there was
a post office next to the site of the old school and a village shop. Iris van
Hoboken remembers attending tea dances at the Wellington Hotel where
the glass extension was nicknamed ‘The Monkey House'.
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Tributes to

Iris, 104, who
lived in town
since WWI

® A popular lady at nursing home

By ViCcTORIA CORBETT

A 104-YEAR-OLD charity vol-
unteer who had lived in
Finchampstead since the end
of the First World War has
died.

Iris Van Hoboken was three
months away from celebrating
her 105th birthday when
she died in her sleep at
the Warren Lodge Nursing
Home, where she had lived
since 2000, on Saturday,
January 6.

Miss Van Hoboken had
never married and had no
children, but she carried on
enjoying a fulfilling social life
until her death.

Born in 1902 on April 16,
Miss Van Hoboken arrived in
the district in 1918 with her

parents.
The family built Groves, a
thatched cottage in

Finchampstead, in 1924 where
Miss Van Hoboken lived for 77
years before poor health
forced her to move to the

nursing home.

While living in
Finchampstead, Miss Van
Hoboken had worked for vari-
ous voluntary groups, includ-
ing helping the blind with
Wokingham Blind Club and
caring for children.

She had also been secretary
to local branches of the
Women’s Institute and the
National Trust.

During the Second World
War she milked cows while
working the land in the vil-
lage.

After moving in to her room
at the nursing home in
Finchampstead she was
pleased to get a room on the
side of the building, where she
could build a conservatory.

She also kept a garden out-
side the conservatory. She
would entertain visitors in her
room on most days.

Several of Miss Van
Hoboken’s birthday celebra-
tions had featured in The
Wokingham Times.

Last year, Miss Van Hoboken
celebrated her 104th birthday
on Easter Sunday with a lunch
out with friends.

She told The Wokingham
Times there was no secret to
her long life, and all people
were as nature intended them
to be.

On her 100th birthday Miss
Van Hoboken was sent a letter
from The Queen, congratulat-
ing her on the special occa-
sion.

And on her 103rd birthday
in 2005, Miss Van Hoboken’s
party at the nursing home fea-
tured a cake with 103 candles.

Sharon Williams, from the
nursing home, said: “She was
a very active lady and a lady
who lunched.

“She had a very short illness
and it is a great loss for.the
whole community. She was a
very popular lady.”

A funeral for Miss Van
Hoboken was held at
Easthampstead Park
Crematorium on Monday.
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Iris Van Hoboken on her 104th birthday in April 2006.
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*DEATH OIF :SIR JOHN WATSON.

QGenoral Sir-John-Watson, V.C., G.C.B., died
at Finchampstead. on January 23, in his 90th
i yoar. 109
i He obtained o commlssion in the Bombay Army
e.t. the ago of 10, and In tho samo year ho took part
ln the campaign In the Punjab, and was present at
t.ho giege of Moolum. the battle of Goojerat, and the
purauit to Peshawar, 1o also occowmpanied the!
Bozdar Lxpcdition, and was at the forcing of tho
Kahn Bund I'ass under Brigadier-General Ohaniber-
lain In 18567. In the Indian Mutiny he was present
at tho sicge of ‘Delli, the second relle! and slege ol
Lucknow, tho battles of Agra and Oawnpore, and
.many other engagements ol that period. The follow-
ing extract from a dlsputch written by Major-General
Sir James Hopoe Grant shows jn detail the clrcum-
sot.u.lccs undor wl.\lch he wag nwuded the Victoria

rosg i —

2% Lieutenant’ Wa.taon, on t.ho 14th November, 1857,
With his .otvn squadron (of the 1st Punjab Oavalry),:
and that under Licutenant Frobyn, came upon a,
body of. the reb¢l cavalry. The ressaldar in com-.
mand of them—n flne specimen of the Ilindustani
Musulman—backed* up by eome hall-dozen equally®
bridve men, rodd out to the frohit. Lisutenant Watson
singled out this {inc-looking fellow and attacked him.
“The ressaldar presented his  pistol -at ' Lioutenant -
\Walson's bréash-at-avyard’s distance,,and- fired, but*
most providentially withouit cffect; the ball must, by
accident, have .previously fallen out. Licutcnant
Watson .rari tho man through with .his sword and;
dismounted - 'him; but tho bative officer, uothlng'
dayn drew b{s tulwar and, with his sowars, re-
newed his. attack upon Licutenant Watson, who
{bfavaly ddfended himself until his own men joined
rln the mélde, and utterly routed the party. Iu this
irencontre Licutenant Walson received u blow on the
‘head from a tulwar, another on the left arm, which |
severed hig -ochain gauntlet glove, a tulwar cut on hh'
‘tight arm, which fortunately only divided the sleeve -
ol u}o jacket; but disabled tho arm for some time; a

ullet &lso, asu:d through hig coat, and he recoued
a. blow on his leg, Whlch lomed him for some days
u.(t.onvnrds."

!ﬁe was nlboget.her wounded on three occasions
during’the Mutiny campaign, and, §n addition to the
V.C. and. tlio medhl th thiree clv.sps. received as
a reward for his services the O.B. and brevet promo-
tion, . In 1858 Liculenant Walson, together with '
Lleutcnant H. 0. Cattley, raised -tho 4th Regiment
of 8ikh. Irregular “Horse at Lahore, which becamo
threé yoéars later the 13th Bengal Cavalry, On Feb-
ruary- 18, 18061,"ho was promoted to captaip, his
brevet; majorlt.y, awatded - for his gallantry durm,“
210 Mutu:{ being dated from the following day.:!

t.the end of 1863 ‘he served during tho expedition
agdinat hill tribes on'tho North-West Frontier under |
General Chamberldin, and ‘afterwards under General
Garvock. 1. In 1890,hd.becams & brevot colonel, and |
an Aido-de-Camp” fo- Queen Vict.orin, which appoint- |
ment he.held for- 11 years, '} I
| .«From Scpwmbér._lﬁ'il. to Apnl, 1877, Lo was in

Sornmand of the two ro ments of Central India Ilotse,
and durin ,l‘ pﬂrlod wu nlso  Political Agent for
Western off dppointed Resident
M\d quhb bo the Go ¢ wr onéﬂul at Gwalior, ond

als6-deted as Agent for:Central Indis. In April, t
1878 Ke' wits given.thg command of the cavalry bri-
gaqa of the' Malta Bxpeditionary Force. The Lroopﬂl
returngd to:India id thd autimn, and he then com-
manded tho Punjab Ohiefs” Qontingent in the first,
part of the Alghan Wat, 1878-79. During the second
phase of this campalgn-ho had political charge of the
district of Kuram, 'and commandeéd the Kuram Field
Force;. bélng mentioned in dispatches, and awarded
the medal, and, with his brother officers swho toukI
[)nrt in tho campalgn, thanked by both ITouses of

ParJiament.  In -July, 1881, ho was promoted (o
mujor-fnnoml and_in the followin January ho he-
clzsnmo Resldent und Agent to the o»emOchncml

rod

n Mnrch. 1886, Ganeral Watson lcff 1ho Foreign
Dopartment of the Government of Indin, and two
months later, on thd celebration of Queen Victarin's
birthday, he was made a K.0.B. In the following
July he. yg¢ ‘plactd on the Unemployed. Super-
nunmerary List, l)ccoming n licufenant-general in Jan-
uary; 1887, &nd a’genéral in March, 1891, At Kina
Kdward’s boronnUon in 1002 Sir John was promoted!
(¢.0.18., and {wd years later o was appointed 1o the;
ooloncloy of his old regiment, which hnd heen re-
named “{hé  13th - puka‘ -of 'Oonnaught’s ILancers
(Watson’s Hores). ¢

Ceneral Watson ® nﬁnrxlad\ tin 1860,° Bliza Jesrser,’

+ h daughter of .- th lufo‘bm J’ohn‘“Daviea, of Ornnbmnk

Park, Fssex; she 11l 2 1802, ‘He leaves two sons,’
Mnjorbeneml Willlum rthur Watson, O.B., OLM.(..

a{'l%, n,t}‘ ,Pdf‘d »Genbtg Harry Davis W.x(auu.
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’ HILTON.—On March 16, 1945, at 18A. El .

i AR Dora ELizABETIL widow of CoL. M. V. HiLtoN, W\:c;’"

l . A tershire. Rest, eidest daughter of the l;nle Gener B :
7 B 4 John Watson, V.C.. O.C.B. Funeral.’ Finchamp3

Parish Church, Tuesday, 3 p.m No flowers.
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MAJ.-GEN. W. A. WATSON |
Major-General William Arthur
Watson, C.B.,, C.M.G., C.I.E., who died
at Lewes on Tuesday at the age of 83,
followed in the footsteps of his famous
father, General Sir John Watson of
Walson's Horse, who, as a subaltern, won
the Vicloria Cross by his prowess. in a
fierce cavalry mélée during lhc\lndiﬂn

He §
as gazetled sub-lieutenant in the 29th Foot
Z4 (1st Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment)
in 1880, and got his first step in July of the
following year. "~ He was posled to the' 2nd
Regiment of the Central Indin Horse in 1882
and, as adjutant ol the Camel Corps, he went
through the Sunkin campaign. Afler serving
g imindia-imovarious appointments.as A.D.C., &
%4 in 1896 -lic took”up . the duties of Deputy
Assistant - Adjutant-General for Jnstruction
4 Lahore district. - It was in 1897.that he married
Marguerite ! Audrey,sdaughtes: 6f4 Lieutenant- |
Colonel Alfred Stowell-Jones, another Victoria i
Cross hero of the Mutiny and also a cavalry-
man. In 1901, when Lord Curzon instituted
the Imperial Cadet Corps, Major Watson (as
i he then was) became first commandant. |le
held the appointment for five years and then
returned lo command his old regiment, now
the 39th Central India Horse. He reached the
rank of colotiel In-1907, In 1912 he was
appoinied commartdant of the Cavalry School
at Saugor. .

After (he outbreak of the last war,
he was given command of an Imperial
Service cavalry brigade © which was sent
to: Egypt and formed rt of the force
for the defence of the Suez Canal. After

i the Turkish altack had been repulsed at the
beginning of February, 1915, he moved out
with a mixed column and gathered in some
prisoncrs_and camels. . He also brought to
action h Turkish detachment which approached §
the Canal in April. Promotedmajor-gencral
in-September, "1915, he was sent to Cairo (o
command the Delta district, and from October
1916, he commanded:the forces on the western
frontier of Egypt;conducting the final opera-
tions agdinst’ the Scnussi.  General Watson
became honorary colonel of the 39th Central
India Horse in 1918, and retired from the
service in 1919, i x
. In 1930 was published his history of the

8 Central India Horse, which is of much more

| than regimental interest, |
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General Sir John". Watson V.C., “G,C.B.;* and’ dear fAH
husband of Audrey Witson, io his 84th year,. Crematlon 2
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el her on the lext arm,waich severed nis chain gauntlet glove, a tglwar cut o
~0Dud

f hiz jacket but dis-
his right arm, which fortunately only divided the sleeve of hic

i -h his coat and he received
blei the arm for some tioe; a bullet also passed throug

-H
a olow on the leg which l"mcd him for some days afterwards

(Sessatch from iwjor-General Ju.ues fope Gramt,t.C. B., dated 10th January,1858)

LIEUTENANT JOHN W ATSON

LIZRTERNAVT JOHN WASE:
1ct {PRIREE ALBERT VI3 3S CuK) 1@ AV L0Y.. Lot

Zorn at Chigwell Row, [ssex on September 4th,1529 e entered the RBowb.y Lrmy in
“_+. and shortly afterwards was posted to the Bomt. - usiliers (Znd pettalion
‘ne R[oyal Dublin Tusiliers) and served ir the ‘unjcb Cumiwign with th .t unit.
ifter this campaign he trinsferred to the _Oth Domwey Iu’ ztry and thcn.co the
gt “zluchis, Indiazn ‘'rmy and then Joined the “st Funjeb Tuavalry. ae becime
C.ptzin in 1367, ix_or in 564, Lieutenant-Colomel in 9049, Colonel in 373,
. jer-General in 631, Lieutenant-General in 3887 and seneral in 1697,
ie s.rved in the ?uhjab Campaign “&43-1849 (Siege of :ultun, Sattle of “ujerat),
the Dozdar Campaign 1057, Indian .utiny, Eusofzai Jield sorce 1863,'comm;nded a
Cavalry Brigade which formed paet of the force that occupied Cyprus 1;75, and
the ~fghan War 1879-1880. In 186> he was awarded the.C.Z., the X.C.B. in 886
and the Q.C.B. in 1922, Ee died at North Court, 41nchumfstead, Berkshire on

vanuary -Z2rd, 1919 and was buried. at rlnchampa eedis

'V.C.,liovember 14th,1857, India. London “azette, cune 7oth,1856.

ne was decorated with the V.C, by H. Ii, Queen Victoria ot Ducxin_ham Palace on
june Oth,i359. His V.C, is now in the Kational Army :usem, ;andhurst, in the

indian Room.

C17 TID

'‘"ieutenant Watson on the 14th Kovember, with his own squadron and that under
ptain (then Lieutenant)Probyn, came upoh a bosy of the rebel cavalry. The
.28szidar in command of them 7'fine specimen-of'Hindustan'Lussulmen - bocked up
J some hafl-dozen equally brave men, rode out to the front. Lieutenant Viatson
singled out this fine-looking fellow and attacked him, The Ressaidar presented
his pistol at Lieutenant Watson's breast, at a yards' distance and fired,_but,
most providentially, without effect. The ball must, by accident, have previously
fzllen out. Lieutenant Watson ran the man’throush with his.sword and dismounted

him,but the native officer, nothing daunted drew his tulwar and with his Sowars

- renewed his attack upon Lieutenant Watson who bravely defend.d himself untll his

wn men joined in the melee and utterly routed the rartv.



THE WHITE FAMILY

John Adam White=Mary Ann Burrett
(alias Baker)
1850 living in Sandy Pitt Lane

William White
b 1830 John White=Eliza Seven other children
went to London 1851 |

| | |

I .
\Vlluam Fioldi=rate i : James White=Sarah Elizabeth Keys
Great Grandaughter b1874 l&%eth White b 1889
Linda i Stone Cottage Warren Lane, Cricket Hill, Spring Gardens(1920s)

: Albert White=Winnie Sutcliffe
Glady§Wh1t? ; :
eginald White =Cecily Hatifice=980.- =, \ >

Ca ey

Peter Stuart White
b 1 June 1944
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Tributes to Kim, ‘an
inspiration to us all’

® Founding member of Wokingham Save The Children dles

By VicTORIA CORBETT

A STALWART charity chairman
who founded the Wokingham
branch of Save The Children and
earned an MBE for her dedication
has died.

Kim Young, founding member
and chairman of ' Save The
Children’s. Wokingham branch,
passed away on Sunday aged 69 fol-
lowing a battle with cancer.

Mrs Young - real name Maureen
but known popularly as Kim - of
Wick Hill Lane in Finchampstead,
had spent 29 years working for
local branches of the national char-
ity, dedication that earned her an
MBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours List in 2003.

She helped form the Wokingham
and District branch of the charity
22 years ago, but had already been
a member of the Reading branch
since 1977, which she joined by
chance helping her son with a
project.

Last year Princess Anne, presi-
dent of Save The Children, hon-
oured Mrs Young with a long ser-
vice award.

Joan Danks, area representative
for Save The Children, said: “Kim
was not only passionate about Save
The Children and its work, but also

cared deeply that the volunteers
were all fully supported and
encouraged to achieve their full
potential in their fundraising.

“Never one to shirk hard work
and always seeking new opportuni-
ties, Kim’s lively mind, dedication
and sense of purpose in all that she
undertook were an inspiration to
us all.”

In addition to her long- standmg
charity work, Mrs Young was a gov-
ernor at Ed‘gbarrow School " in
Crowthorne, a position she took up
after retiring as head of English
there in 1997.

She had first joined the school as
a part-time teacher in 1977.

A statement from Edgbarrow
School said: “Kimwas an outstand-
ing teacher whose positive and
enthusiastic approach to teaching
English inspired so many pupils.

“As a senior member of staff Kim
was an excellent role model espe-
cially in the manner in which she
worked with colleagues and stu-
dents.

“Not only a great teacher, Kim

. gave her heart and soul to the life

of the school.”

Mrs Young was also devoted to
her family. She met her husband
Jim at school and they were mar-
ried in 1961.

Kim Young, who has died aged 69.

The couple had three children,
Helen, Steve (who now live in
Australia) and Mark, and four
grandchildren.

In recent years the couple have
enjoyed visiting family in Australia
and taking part in fundraising
activities for Save The Children.

Mr Young said: “People always
tell you how popular she was,
pleasant, always very helpful,
always looking for a positive solu-
tion to things and she was exactly
like that in the home as well.”

Val Linington, secretary of the

Wokingham branch and friend of
Mrs Young, said: “I met Kim some
years ago when I volunteered to
help her with Save The Children
Wokingham branch.

“Kim was involved with Save The
Children for well over 20 years and
was instrumental in forming
‘Speak Out’ for Save The Children.

“The idea of this was to train vol-
unteer speakers to go into schools,
groups and other places to inform
them of the work Save The
Children does in the UK and all
over the world.

“Over recent years she faced the
rollercoaster of her illness with
quiet determination and dignity
that was characteristic of all she
did.

“I have lost a wonderful friend
and well miss her terribly.

“The thoughts of the Save The
Children committee are with her
husband and family at this very sad
time.” ‘

A funeral service for Mrs Young
will take place at St James’ Church
in Finchampstead on Monday at
1lam.

There will be a private service for
the family at Easthampstead
Crematorium after this and then a
gathering at the Young house in the
afternoon. \
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THE life of charity stalwart
Kim Young (pictured, inset)
was remembered in her own
words and those from family,
friends and co-workers.

About 150 packed out St
James’ Church in
Finchampstead and later
Easthampstead Park cremato-
rium in Bracknell for the funer-
al of dedicated Save The
Children volunteer Mrs Young
on Monday.

Mourners were moved by
words of remembrance from
Mrs Young’s sons Mark and
Stephen, her charity co- &
worker Christine Field
and Bob Elsey, head- |
teacher of
Edgbarrow School
in Crowthorne,
where Mrs Young
was a teacher and
later a valued gov-
ernor.

Her husband Jim
gave a reading from
Revelations and  her
daughter Helen Galindo read
Shall I Compare Thee to a
Summers Day? by William
Shakespeare.

Mrs Young, who died on
Sunday, September 3, aged 69
following a long battle with
cancer, had already set out how
she wanted her funeral to be
before she passed away.

She had even written words

to be read out at
Easthampstead Crematorium.
The  Reverend Richard

Warden, who conducted the
service, read Mrs Young’s own
words, which encouraged peo-
ple to celebrate her life.

He read: “I know this service
is supposed to be grieving and
mourning and sadness, and
that is right, however I want
this service to be one of cele-
bration of a very rich and ful-
filled life.

“I do not want to be senti-
mental and when I look back I
am filled with rejoicing.”

In the piece, Mrs Young also
wrote of how proud she was of
her three children, Mark,
Helen and Stephen, and her
four grandchildren and how
their successes made her con-
tent.

The Rev' Warden

read: “These children
A\ are my stake in the
\ future; how could I
|\ not be happy.”

Mrs Young was
well known
throughout the
/ community for her

tireless work for Save
" The Children’s
Wokingham branch, which
she helped form in 1984.

Her selfless efforts earned
her an MBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List in 2003
and in 2005 she was awarded
the highest recognition for long
service from Princess Anne,
president of Save The Children.

The congregation at St
James’ Church also heard how
Mrs Young had first joined
Edgbarrow School in 1977 as a
part-time teacher.

She rose through the ranks to
become head of the English
department and even when she
retired in 1997, she remained
dedicated to helping the school

thrive as a governor.

Mr Elsey said Mrs Young had
made a positive contribution to
the school, influencing
colleagues and pupils around
her. ‘

These sentiments were
echoed by Mrs Field, who
praised Mrs Young’s inspira-
tional work for Save The
Children.

y
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She said the children in
Darfur had always held a par-
ticularly special place in Mrs
Young’s heart.

She added a collection om the
day before Mrs Young died at
The Meadows in Sandhurst had
raised £1,127 for the charity.

"~ She said: “This must be a
very gratifying tribute to Kim.”

Laughter filled the church in

‘people.”

g2

Finchampstead as Stephen and
Mark read a loving tribute to
their mother, remembering
humorous family stories and
the qualities that made Mrs
Young special.

Stephen said: “Mum loved
people, she loved being with
people, listening to people and
always looked for the best in
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